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Was It Treason? ;
P Did you know that it e a erime o betray your country and act against your Cdom:r:"' ?';bfm.n Greal Britoin and the American sl y i 1’y
government? This crime ls called freason. People who commil treason are caled traitors. iy IT::‘_,. colonists formed a secrel organizahion called fhe Sone ! } o
King George IIT accused celonisls of committing treason. He said they were irailors for Thagprol : i : d famous Patriots, ke John Hancock and Paul Revere .
Fighting against fhe taxes and acte passed by Beitish Parlament. He wanted these trattors Sm’:" ested againal the faxes and laws
o be punished. In 775, he lssued he Proclamation of Rebelion. It gave permission fo ven fought againe! Brilish Ireops,
Beitish of ficidle fo do what they fell was necessary to stop a traitor. Ii dlee declared that be remembered for hia anh-Brifich profe
anyone In Greal Britain thal was helping a rebel would be punishad. Benedict Arnald fought in several Re.
Al that poink. the colonisla had very much formed their own country. They had their

own congress, their own army. and their own currency, Tha calonisfe didn't wankt or need
England's rule anymore. But, according fo the low, they were shil commilting reason
hc?w;wm?::mm;m‘ = oo The i d + Jf d th ‘<d | d d
cdﬂ'\hh‘volcu*ob-h-a'd.mn?mh\u\:xlop:::::c'hm.ﬂq:::t:ﬁumn pa|r@ @>< g qn @ | S O\/@ r@q |n9 Qn
e R T T T learning about things they weren't aware
independence. They wanted it to st ol their reasona. Tt wos wrilten by Thomaa Jeffersan A .
i drtacre b erll ndprdrn of. The questions bring up great discussions
The Declorahion of Independence had three main purposes. It stated what a good
EERbE s and sometimes even research opportunities
bsted grievances, or complaints, ogainst the king and faxes. The document recognized the
colonies as free slotes and declored war on Graal Britain {even though some batlles had
b eady happened). (
The fifty-six signers of the Declaration knew that they wer e committing “m
an oct of treason aceording o British low. They dlso knew that if America | | g
didt win the war. they would be put o death. It wos a chance they were =
wiling to take for freedom.
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because Great Brilain was heir mother country.
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read and annotate the
texts together, then

provide the questions
for comprehension - .

Uea ot faxts b oneuser the folowing queshons.

G h @ C l< C{ l \OW | n 1 Which of the following staternente ia NOT [ 2. What can the reader
) frue? conchide affer reading
o George Washington had fathin both fexts?

commander. Evanluall, the Brifoh spy werking with Arnold wos capturad, Allof hia
Plona wers ravacled Banadicl Arneld became known oo Iraitor. Ha fled fo the Brifich
side:Ho fought hie oun counirymen unfithe and of fhe wer.

iready hoppened]
The fifty-six signers of the Declaration knew that they wer e committing] ,‘m

an et of irecson cccording o British low. They aleo knew that if America | £,

dicn win the wer, they woud be put fo death. THwos a chance they were

wiling to iake for freedom ) Sy

A

Name: Deden

Support your ancwsr to the question with evidence from bothfexts. : f
Would you call Benedict Arnold a friend or an enemy?

Benedict Arnold. o.  Benedict Arnold was one of the fifhy-
b, KingGeorge ITT isouad the six signers of fhe Declaration.
ctudents to uce the vyt e
Benedict Arnold became o traitor. committee fo write the Declaration
c.  Benedict Arnold was a successful of Independence
leader ot Saratoga c. Benedict Arnold committad traason
annotared passages o S e || o
punished. d. The Sons of Liberty commitied
freason against America
3.Inparogroph Y of Friend or Foe?, what | 4. Who wrote the Declaration of
does the word befray mean? Independence?
a. beafriendto o Benedict Arnold
b bedsloydto b, Benjomin Frankin
¢ profect < JohnAdams
completely independent - il
p >/ 5. Which paragraph in Wae It Treason? 6. What s the author's purpose of Was It
h idence that the colonists ] Treason?
. willing fo sacrifice everything fo breck o toinform readers about British lows
pr QC |O@ OY‘ g u @n g caon froen Enslond? b. o explan why the Declaration of
a  paragraph5 Independence was an act of freason
b. paragroph! ¢ toleachreadershow towrite @
¢ paragraph3 formal document
d.  paragraph2 d. logive an opinion about freason

L f

reading above 4th-5th
grade level

7. Which senfence best summarizes Friand or Fos?

. The Sons of Liberty protested fhe king and Parbament.

b.  Benedict Arnold was promoted to o generd, but his fellow soldiers didnt bke him

c. Benedict Arnold helped the Amaricans win batfles. but then became a fraitor and
soldinformation to the Brilich.

d. Banedict Arnoldhad abad femper and became a ratfor.
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Use both texds 10 answer the following questions

1. which of the following statements is NOT true?
a  George Washington had faith in Benedict Amold
b King George il issued the Proclamation of Rebellion affer Benedict Amold became

was a successhul leader at Saratoga
nted all rebels to be punished

or conclude offer reading both texts?

o]

vy chose o committe

¢, Benedict Amald committed treason against America

poth texts? ” d.  The Sons of Liber!

o beafiendto
b, bediloyal to
c. protect
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st America
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4he Declaration of Independence

a. Benedict Amold

b, Benjamin Franklin

¢ John Adams

d. Thomas Jefferson

2%
tray mean?

lhewordbe
27, what dogs

sacrifice everything 1o
a. paragraph 5
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c. paragraph 3
d. paragraph 2

a. to inform readers al

c. Benedict Amold hel

y committed freason against Amenca

3. In paragraph 4 of friend of Foe?, whot does Ihe word befray mean?

4. Who wrate the Declaration of Independence?

5. Which paragraph in Was It Treason? shows evidence that the colonisls were willing to

oreak away from England?

6. What is the author's purpose of Was It Treason?

bout British laws

b. 1o explain why the Declaration of Independence was an act of freasen
c. fo teach readers how lo wiite a formal document
d. to give an opinion cbout freason

7. Which sentence best summarizes Frlend or Foe?

a. The Sons of Liberty profested the king and Parliament.
b. Benedict Amold was promoled to a general, but his fellow soldiers didn't like him.
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support your answer to the question with evidence from both texts.

Would you call Benedict Amold a friend or an enemy?
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PASSAGES
INCLUDED:

® Ling George III and
the Acts he passed

* he Declaration of
[ndependence and how it
was treason, as well as
the trartor Benedict Arnold

® George Washington
with detaills about the
Battle of Trenton, dlong
with the Battle of
Torktouwn

ANSWER KEYS NOTE
CORE STANDARDS

Battle of Yorktown

After the American victoryin the Battle of Saratoga, the French decided fohelp the
Confinental Army defeat the Brifish. In 1778, France signed a treaty with America. This
Treaty of Al id that the Frrench would help the fightin the war- They

would also stay friends when the war was over. Their help was essential fo defeat the

Brifish. They provided more troops o fight on land. The French also hada good navy.
This meant they could battle the British ships, foo.
The Frenchhelped the byprovid I
mostimportant battle of the Revolutionary War might not have been won without the

arrme, androops. The

French. This battle was in Virginia: the Batle of Yorktown. In the fall of 1781, General
Greene andhis American troops in the south had causedBritish General Cornwallis and

~-this as a

his army fo retreat to Yorkiown on the east coast. General W
chance to defeat the British. He marched his men from New
FrenchNavyalsomoved fo the coast after defeating the Br

hie men were frapped. They were greafly outnumbered by

\

COMMANDER IN CHIEF

Inearly battles, ike Lexington and
Concord and the Battle of Bunker Hil,
American troops consisted of mitia from
thelocal colonies. These men were not
frained soldiers. They did not even have
uniforms. They were still determined to
fight for freedom. On June 14, 1775, the
Second Continental Congress decided
that one army should be formed. This
amy was called the Continental Amy.
They chose George Washington to be
the Commander in Chief. Althoughhe
had the most military experience of all
the members, he had neverled an entire

WAS IT TREASON?

Did you know that tis a crime to
betray your country and act against your
government? This crime is called freason.
People who commit treason are called
traitors. King George 1l accused colonists
of committing treason for fighting against
the taxes and actspassed by British
Pariiament. He wanted these traitors to
be punished, so in 1775, he issued the
Proclamation of Rebelion which gave
permission to British officials to do what
they felt was necessary to stop a traifor.
It also declared that anyone in Great
Britain that was helping a rebel would be
punished.

At that point, the colonists had very
much formed their own country. They
had theirown congress, theirown army,
and theirown currency. The colonists
didn'twant or need England’s rule

anymore. But, according to the law, they
were still committing treason because
Great Britain was theirmother country.

When it became clear that king
George and his Pariiament were not
going to allow the colonists’ voices to be
heard, the Continental Congress took
action. A committee of five men was
formed: Benjomin Frankiin, John Adams,
Thomas Jefferson, Robert Livingston, and

Roger Sherman. These men decided a
document should be created declaring
independence and teling why, and it
should be written by Thomas Jefferson.
This document became known as the
Declaration of Independence.

The Declaration of Independence
had three main purposes. It stated what
Wdo, and that
Nihad

Meong

agood govemment s
all men are created equ
“certain unalienable Rights,
these are Life, Liberty and the k.
Happiness.” It listed grievances, or
complaints, against the king and taxes.
Lastly, the document recognized the
colonies as free and independent states,
which also declared war on Great Britain
(even thoughseveralbattleshad
already happened).

The fifty-six signers of the Declaration
knew that they were committing an act
of freason according to Britishlaw. They
also knew that if America didn't win the
war, they would be put to death. It was
achance theywere wiling to take for
freedom.

22
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their clothes weren't keeping them warm George Wiliam Frederick, who

enough. Thismade the soldiers want to became King George Ill, felt kings should

be strong, powerful rulers, so that is what
he strived fo be. Unfortunately for him,
kings in Great Britain were limitedin their

quit. George Washington inspired them
tostay. They had respect for their
Commander in Chief because he lived
and fought right alongside them, and power because they were part of
Pariament, o a group of law-making
members. King George lll couldn't get rid
of Pariiament, so instead he punished or
rewarded the members o vote the way
he wanted. This caused problems with
the members and many resigned during

spoke encouraging words.

InDecember of 1776, things were
gettingreally tough. George Washington
knew a victory was needed tolift the
soldiers' spirits. On Christmas night, the
army crossed the ice-covered Delaware
the reign of King George |Il.

Like astrict father, George controlled
the colonies as though they were his
chidren. He felt that the purpose of the
colonies was to bring wealth to Great

Riveron boats and ferries In a snow
storm. Then, they marched through the
deep snow fo Trenton for a surprise
attack. The weathersiowed them down,
ashington urged them fo continue
Britain with their resources. King George
Iildidnotwant fo allow the colonies to
make decisions about taxes and frading,

7e Hessians (German troops hired by
ritish) were stationed in Trenton.
4 did not expect anyone. Because
y were not prepared, the Hessians
rendered soon after the Continental

especially when it could affect his
fortune.

my arrived. The successful Battle of The colonies, on the otherhand, buit
enton convinced soldiers toremain in theirtowns, markets, and businesses from
the ground up. They didn't feel
Pariament or King George Ilishould be

allowed to tell them with whom they

he army.

could trade, or how much in taxes they
must pay toa country where they did

©jivey 2016

Friend or Foe?

Tensions grew between Great Britain and the American

colories. A group of colonists formed a secret organization called the Sons
of Liberty, Tt inchuded famous Patriofe, lke John Hancock andPaulRevere.

They profested against the faxes andlaws passedby the Brifish Parliament.
ber of the Sons of Libert,

Some even fought against Brifish troops. 0
o s it Behahroh

Benedict Arnold fought in several Revolutionary War battles. He starfed as a

3 b ts or his heroic war efforts, though.

caplain of amilitia group. He was soon fighting alongside Geor ge Washington. Sadiy.ina
battle where he led froops nfo Quebec, Canada fo fight he British, he received a
d. The defeated there. This did not stop Arnold,

teriblil

though. He confinued fo fight. He was even promoted o a general

His perseverance didnot sit well with other soldiers. They thought he was

impatient. They saidhe had abad temper. These reports might have been why others

Loromotedinstead of him. Benedict Arnoldwas very upset. He felt he wasn't geling
« Diecognition. He said he was going fo resign. General Washington convinced him
fosi. urnedout tobe agood decisionin the short term. Inthe 777Batfle of
Saratoga, s quick thinking helped fhe Americans win the batle. He was finally
promoted. The < generdls stil distked him, though. They wouldrt praise him for his
victory. This angered Arnold.

Benedict Arnold's feelings were hurt. He alsoneeded money. This led him fo betray
his country.He soldinformation to the British that would give them an advantage fo win
the war. He even abused Washington's trust inhimby asking fo be promotedfo

Jer. Eventually, the British

I led. Benedict Id k

side. He fought his own countrymen until the end of the war.

king with Arnold was captured. All of his
traitor. He fled to the British

pl
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Il revolt:try to put an end to authority by rebelling in ext

THEKING WHO LOST AMERICA

notlive. There weren't any members of
Pariiament who lived in the colonies. The
colonists felt this was very unfair because
they weren't being represented. When
the Sugar Actwaspassed to help pay for
the French and Indian War, colonists
became angry. When the Stamp Act
was passed, the colonists began
protesting. No one was speaking for
themin Pariament, so these types of
laws continued to get passed and
required taxes from colonists that they

didn’t want to pay. The colonists began

forevol.
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Facts About the Acts

Acts were lows that were passed by Parliament. They applied fo anyone
1164 were

" db

under Great Brifain's rule. H

directed at just the colorists. This made the colonists very angry.

The 1764 Sugar Act was the first of many acts passed of which the

colonists didnt have a say, THaxed sugar, coffee, indigo, and wine. The Stamp Act came
hlets, andlegal d s to have o British

alongin[765. Tt required ol
seal(or *stamp*)ont. The colonists wouldhave fo pay for the seal fobe on these papers.
People in the colonies were outraged that they had fopay for things that had always been
Free. A group of men formed a secret society towork to fight the unfair taxes. They called
themselves fthe Sons of Liberty.

Due to allof the protesting from the colonists, King George andhis Parliament
repealed, or fook auay, the Stamp Act in 1766. Butjust one year later, fhe Townshend Acts
taxed all glass, paper, paint, ol lead, and fea. This made fhe colorists even angrier. The

o Boston. Colonists had b lent there. After

protests ledBritish froops to

laints, Parlioment started i of the taxes. But the fax onteastayed.

‘D:dher low. It was called the Tea Act. It banned the colonists
1

* India Company. It alsolowered this

pedit would convince the colonists to

repaid. It alowed British roops tolive in
Acts alsobannedown meefings without

nacts united colonists. They realized that
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