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PASSAGES
INCLUDED:

& Harriet Tubman and
the Underground Railroad

® Sojourner Truth and
the Emancipation
Proclamation

W Frederick Douglass
and a selection from

Douglass's autobiography

ANSWER KEYS NOTE
CORE STANDARDS

HARRIET TUBMAN

During the time of slavery, if a child
was bom to a person who was ensiaved,
the child also became enslaved. Around
1820, Araminta Ross was bom fo
enslaved parents. She became the
property of her parents’ owner. When
she was only six, she started tohelp take
care of her owner's baby. Before she was
tenyears old, Aramintawas already

plowing the plantation fields. By the fime
she was thirteen, she was very strong
from all of the hard work she had to do.
Unfortunately, her strength didnot
prevent the scars and head injuries that
she had to endure as an enslaved
person. When she was a teenager, the
plantation owner hit her in the head with
atwo-poundiron weight. This resulted in
lifelong seizures and headaches for her.
When Aramintawasin her early
twenties, she met a free Black man
named John Tubman. They got married.
She changed her first name to Harriet at
the same fime as her last name changed
to Tubman. Thiswas to honor her mother.
Harriet Tubman escaped from
slavery in 1849. When her owner died,
she used the distraction o get away.

A

She travelled 90 miles along the
Underground Rairoad to Philadelphia.
The Underground Rairoad was not a real
rairoad. It was actually a secret network
of people and places for those who
were escaping slavery tohide. Once she
made it toPennsylvania, she was free.
Pennsylvania had been considered a
free state since 1780. But Harriet was not
happy being free knowing there were stil
50 many enslaved people. She made it
her mission torescue asmany people as
she could, in "=~ har family. She
made 19 trif

rescue over
slavery! Ha
“Moses” b
freedom,
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Underground Railroad
Escaping in the cover of night, following the North Star, enslaved people would follow the
secret path that would foke them to freedom. This way of escaping was called the

lly made of train tracks and was not even

9 I, Although if w

underground, many of the terms that were used came from the railroad. It was o

Sojourner Truth

One of the most powerful abolionists® was also one of the biggest

Isabella was born around the year 1797 in New York. She was born into

) slavery. She had at least ten siblings, but she did not know them because they|

A Food and shaltar Thoss

Jed "slations,* thet coul

network of homes,

helping enslaved people get from one station o the next were called “conductors - andthe

people escaping were called “passengers.”

tofree states in the north, lke

The UndergroundR: Jledifs passeng

Pennsylvania, as well s Canada. After 1850, many enslaved people would escape all the
wayto Canada because of the passing of the Fugitive Slave Act. This law required the
return of runaways fo their owners, even if they were found in free states. People called

“slave calchers* were soon on the hunt for any runaways they couldfind. If enslaved

neople could make it all the way to Canada, they would remain free.

2=~ anslaved people fo escape, but it was also very dangerous.

FREDERICK DOUGLASS

hope that he could be free, and so he
carried out a great plan. He boarded a

People who were enslaved were not
allowed toleam toread and write, but
Frederick Douglass did. Enslaved people
were not supposed fo leave their
plantation either, but Frederick Douglass
escaped. And although some people
escaped slavery on the Underground
Ralroad, Frederick Douglass fled 1o his
freedom on a real rain.

When Frederick was a boy, he
belonged to the Auld family. Mrs. Auld
taught Frederick the alphabet and how
toread a few words. When Mr. Auld
found out, he was furious and told her to
stop immediately. That didn't stop
Frederick. One of his dutieswas to do
erands. He would do them quickly, then,
he would find the poor white boys in his
neighbornood who would teach him the
reading lessons they had learned in
school in exchange for some bread.
When Frederick was a teenager, he
taught other enslaved people oread
and write, 0o
Frederick had a few owners, and he
fried to escape all of them withno
success... untilhe met and fell in
love with a free Black woman
named Anna Murray. She gave him

train to Deloware in @ sailor’s uniform
withidentification papers, which he
borowed from a free Black seaman. He
took a steamboat to Philadelphia, then
continued on from there o New York
City. His escape took less than 24 hours,
\\{vo weeks
Nhildren.

He and Annawere m
later. They eventually hc
Frederick Douglass beca: at
speaker by becoming a preach
began specking at abolitionist mee
and even spoke about giving women
theright o vote. He also became a
publisned author of three books which
told about hislife in slavery. It was difficuit
for people 1o believe an ensiaved person
could have written these
autobiographies. Frederick even
published his own newspaper, The North
Star. Possibly one of his greatest
accomplishments though, was
becoming an advisor about the ights of
black men o Presidents Abraham
Lincoln and Andrew Johnson. This great
speaker, author, abolitionist, reformer,
and political advisor truly defied the
odds of slavery.

©jivey 2015

peopl
Ly, Tsabelk Id three fimes before she was a feenager. Her

were all sold very
last owner, John Dumont, promised fo free her i she worked hard for him. Unfortunately,

he didnot stay true to his word. Isabella escaped to freedom in 1826 and found a Quaker
Isabella to them. Quak le wh

Family who paid Dumont $20orel
believed in equal rights for all so they were against slavery, Quakers alsobelievedin
women's rights. On July, 1827, Tsabella was legaly free when the state of New York

Er ipation Act, settir laved le free in the state.

passedit
In 1843, Isabella changed her name fo Sojourner Truth. Sojourner means “traveler,”

-~ the Bible,

IL+ runaways worried about. As they

slaved people had fo be careful of
women's rights achvists, lke Frederick Douglass, Susan

mperatures. They alsomight have
known fo be outepoken andk

snsnearby. Finally, if the escaping Stanton. Soj
of making people isten.

= aconductor, it was hard fo be sure
Sojourner Truth even visited President Abraham Lin

5.
Lincoln knew of Truth's work to endslavery and o fic

s apart, so conductors woudhang
admitted that untilhe had taken of fice, she had never

f a*safe house, " until the slave catchers

B e Undacgrousd Ralkoad. appreciated s work fo end slavery.
=

fe people could take to freedom, Sojourner Truth's entire lifetime was devoted to |

aps. An estimated 100,000
1dRailroad to safety.

women's rights. She was able fo see the end of slc.
after her death before women had the right to ve

ke dio slavery who fight foe
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Adaptation of Selection from
NARRATIVE OF THE LIFE OF FREDERICK DOUGLASS
AN AMERICAN SLAVE. WRITTEN BY HIMSELF. 1845

From this fime, T was walched very carefully. If T was in a separate room for along
fimme, T was sure fo be suspected of having a book, and was at once called fo explain
myself. Allthis, however, was toolae. The first step had been faken. Mistress, in feaching
me the alphabet, had given me the inch, and nothing couldprevent me from faking the el!
The plan I made, and the one thatwas the most successful, was making friends with
allthe itle white boys I met in the street. As many of these as I could, I made my teachers]
With their kindly help, of different times and places, I finally succeeded nlearning fo read.
When T was sent on errands, I always fook mybook with me. By doing one part of my
errand quickly, I found time fo get alesson before I went back. I also carried bread with

e, which there was always plenty of in the house, and fo which I was always welcome. T

hite chidren in our neighborhood.

hbetter of f with food th  the p
s bread I gave fo the hungry little urchins, who, In refurn, would give me that more
> bread of knowledge.
4 would like fo share the names of fwo or three of those little boys. asa
‘e grafitude and affection I have for them. Prudence” stops me,-not that it

it it might embarrass them. Itis almost an unforgiveable crime fo teach

testimon.

wouldharm
slaves toreadin this Christian country. Itis enough tosay of the dear little fellows, that they|

ived on Phipot Street, close fo Durgin and Bailey's ship-yard. T used o tak o them about
being a slave. I would somefimes sayfo them, I wished I could be as free as they would be
whenthey got fo be men. “You willbe free as soon as you are twenty-one, but L am a slave
for Ifel Have not T as good aright fo be free as youhave?* These words usedto frouble

them. Theywould show me strong sympathy, and try fo comfort me with the hope that T

might somehow gain my freedom.

“prudence: carefuljudgment fo avoiddanger
A
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EMANCIPATIONPROCLAMATION

Before the Civil War, there were
milions of enslaved people in the
souther United States. These people
were considered “property” and could
be bought and sold. They had no rights.
Enslaved people could notleam toread
and wiite. They had tohave permission
toleave the plantation. They could not
vote or testifyin court against a white
person. They could not own land or
property. Slavery was hereditary. Inother
words, if a child was borm fo enslaved

parents, the chid was also owned by his
mother'smaster. The child couid be sold
away from his famiy.
By the 17505, many people were
~vary as an evil that
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southem states. Several states seceded!
from the United States. They formed their
own country. That countrywas called
the Confederacy. Thisshocked Lincoln.
He wanted the country o be united.
Unfortunately, it was the start of a four-
year Civil War between the statesin the
north and south over many issues, but
the main issue was slavery.

President Lincoln was aman of his
word. The Emancipation Proclamation
was an executive order given by
President Lincoln tofree enslaved people
on January 1, 1863. It also allowed
people who had been enslaved to fight
in the war against the Confederacy. The
order did free about 50,000 people, but

untilCongress could pass alaw, there
zre still milions of enslaved people.
fter the North won the Civil War,
‘ongress amended the Constitutionin
865. Lincoln was proud o see the 13"

Amendment make slavery ilegal.
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UY THE BUNDLE & SAVE!

The bundle includes 39 pairs of passages and
their corresponding questions — more than a
year at your fingertips!

GRADES U-6
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tex1s resources are so
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A Must Have ELA resourcel

thout!
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Amber S. 5t Grade Teacher
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