PAILRED T

George Washington
General, Founding Father, First President, Father of Qur Country all of

these lilles wera earned by a great man named George Washinglon. He

grew up In colontal Virginia, His brother, Lawrence, raised him affer

his father died when he was eleven. Lawraence mada sure George knew

how to be a genlleman, as well as how o read and do basic math. H

When George Washington wos o feanager. he joined the Virginia milifia in the French
and Indion War. This war was faught between the Britich and the French over landin
North America. The Native Americans Jained tha French in the fight bacause they were
aofraid that the British weuld iake aver their land. Georga Washington was fighting on the
side of the Brilish. This was before the colonisls needed freadom from Greal Brilain, It
wasn'tuntil after the British won the French and Indian War fhat King Gearge ITT bagan
to treat the colonists unfalrly, He began crealing taxes and laws that the Americans
foundto be unfair.

George Washington, along wilh reprasentatives from fhe ofher colonles, mel au
the Continental Congress. They decided to fightthe Brifish togalhar. Tn May of 1775,
Congress chose Washingten to be the Genaral of The Continantal Arry, He had a lough
Job because most of the soldiers had no experlance In the army, They wers jusl
farmers geing up against the world'a graatest mililary. There wera limas when many
of the American seldiers wanted to give up. Washington encauraged lham and
remained by their side through the losing batfles and the bad condifiana thay
somelimes faced. He proved lo the seldiera that he was trustwerihy and they kneuws
they could count on him. He led them to victory over the Brilish.

\Washinglon served tuio terma as President of the United States. He only rade
executive decisions that would unile the country, lke conslrucling roads between states

and building post of fices. He stepped down ofter serving eight years because he didn't

want o rule toa long, ke aking.

A ©Jivey 2015

New Nc’rion

Evev-yone knows that Gecrge Was Nngfon was America's firgt president. But did

you know that he didn't want to be? He enly agreed bacause he wanfed fo help make the

naton strengar offor the Revolutionary War., This war ended the rule of King George ITT
over the United States. King George had been what the Americans considered a fyrant.
He unfairly forced taxes and lows on the people without 9ving them a say in the matter,

Washington didn't want fo be the second *King George.*

Ue have been working through these
paired texts and the kids love reading and
learning about things they weren't aware
of. The questions bring up great discussions
and sometimes even research opportunities
tool Great resourcel

+ 8O0 The de! jaies knew they had fo
cloct someone who was trustwerthy. Geor ge Washinglon was the first and
only precident unanimeously' slected as US. President.
"unanimoushy: oll of the people agres enfirely, nof one opposes
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Jennifer W., 4th Grade Teacher
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read and annotate the
texts together, then
provide the questions
for comprehension

check, dllowing
students to use the
annotared passages

completely independent
practice for students

reading above 4th-5th
grade level

GEORGE WASHINGTON

General, Founding Father, First
President, Father of Our Country: all of
these litles were earned by a great man
named George Washington. He grew up
in colonial Virginia. His father died when
he wos eleven, so his brolher, Lawrence,
'made sure George knew how o be a
gentieman, as well as how to read and
do basic math,

When Goorge Washington was a
teenager, he joinad the Virginia mililia in
the French and Indian War. This war was
fought between the British and tho
French over land in Norih America. Tho

Nalive Americans joined the French in
the fight because they were afrald hat
the British would take over their land.
George Washington was fighling on the
side of the British. This was balore the
colonists needed freodom from Groat
Btain. It wasn't until after the British won
the French and Indian wWar that King
George Il began to treat the colonists
unfaity, He began imposing taxes and
laws that the Americans found to bo
unjust.

George Washington. along with
delegates from the other colonies, met
as the Confinentol Congress and
decided 1o fight the British together. In

Narme:.

May of 1775, Congress chose
Washington to be the General of the
Conlinental Army. He had a tough job,
as most of the soldlers had no
experience in the army. They were Jus!
farmers golng up agalnst the world's
greates! military, There wora limes when
many of the Amerlcan soldiers wanled lo
give up, but Washinglon encouragod
them and remalned by Ihair side through
tha losing batlles and the bad condilions
thay somelimaes lacad, He proved 10 he
soldlors Ihat ho was iustwoihy and hey
know thay could count on him. Hes lod
hem 1o victory over tha Brilish
Washinglan served twa lerms as
Prasident of e United Statas, Ho only
mado oxoculive decllons thal waould
unile the country, ke construcling raads
bolwoon slates and bullding post oflices
Ho stoppod down altor serving olght
yoaars bocauso he didn’'l want 1o rulo 100
leng. like a king,

Date:

Support your answer to the question with evidence from both texts

Why do you think George Washington was considered

the Father of Our Country?

© ivey 2015

NEW NATION

number of representatives to be based

Everyone knows that Georgo

Washinglon was America's first president.

Bul did you know that he didn't want to
Be? He only accepted the tille bocauso
he wantoed lo help make the nation
stronger aftor the Revolutionary War,
which ended the rule of King George Il
ovor the United States. King Georgo had
bean whol tha Americans considered a
ftyrant. He unfaldy imposed laxes and
lows on Iho pooplo withoul giving them
asay In tho matler, Washington didn'f
want 1o bu ihe second "King Georgo.*
Allor the Revolutionary War, the
Unitad States govornmant was limitod by
iha Arficles of Confodoration, The
dotogalos of tha Constitutional
Convontion did not want the
govermnmaont 10 have 100 mueh powaer, as
ha Brilish govornmaont did, There was nol
aprosidont or analional court. The
govommenl was very woak, ond tho
dologalos woro divided on how o make
it stronger. Ono of the bigges! conllicts
was between the large ond small stofes.
Evoryone could agreo that the people
should have a say in the govermnment,
bul no one could agreo on how 1o count
the voles. The larger statos wanted the

on population. The smaller stales wanted
all of the stales to have an equal number
of representatives. Finally, afler much
debale. the delegoles decided on a
two-house Congress wilh a Senate and o
Houso of Roprosentatives. It was called
the Groat Compromise. These law
making groups would make up the
Legislative Branch of the government.
The delegates also decided there should
be one head of the government: the
Prosidont. The Congrass, os well os the
Judiciol Bronch, or national court, would
help keep the Presidont from having 1oo
much power, so he wouldn'l be anolher
dictalor liko King George [l Since many
people were siill very anxious abou! o
government leader, the delegoles knew
they had to elect someone thol the
peoplo olready trusted. George
Washington waos the fist and only
presidont unanimously' elected as
President of the United States.

= ‘unanimously: all of the people agree entirely, not one opposes = © jivey 2015

Name:

Use both texts lo answer the following questions.

1. Which senfence best summarizes New Natlon?
a.  George Washington didn't want to be o king.
b. There were many conlflicts, but also compromises, in the creafion of our

govemment.

€. Congress wanted George Waoshinglon to be their new kin, i
‘ 9. so they made it a law.
d. Washington would only make decisions that would unite the country.

2. wl:mn phrase from George Washington best describes him as loyal and trustworthy?
Lawrence. made sure George knew how 1o be a gentieman.,..”

a
b. “Washinglon served two terms as President of the United States.”
; -Washingfon encouraged them and remained by their side...”

“George Washinglon was fighting on the side of the Brifish."

.In paragraph | of New Nation, what would be a synonym for the word, hrant?

3

a. profector
b, rescuer

¢ guardian
d buly

In George Washington, wha! was an example of a decision he made as President?

4
a. lead lhe Americans to victory
b conslruct roads only in Virginia
€. build post offices

d. leam to read and do math

5. Which paragraph in George Washington supporls why the delegates knew George
Washington would be "someone that the people already trusted"” as stated in New

Natlon?

a. paragraph |
b. paragraph 2
<. paragraph 3
d. paragraph 4

6 What is the author's purpose of New Natlon?
a. toinlorm readers about George ‘Washington's decisions
b, to explain the difficulties the Found| ing Fathers had when creating our government

€. toteach readers how lo vole

d. to give an opinion about George Washington as President

7. What can the reader conclude about George Washington after reading both fexts?
a. Americans looked up to Washington and considered him a hero.
b.  The delegates were Ihe only people who frusted that Washinglon would make

good decisions.

€. Washington fought fer Britain in the Revolutionary War.
d.  Washington hoped 1o be the United Siates king
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George Washington
General, Founding Father. First President, Father of Our Country all of
thase hiles were earnedby a great man namedGeor ga Washington He
grew up In colontal Virginia. His brether, Lawrence, raised him affer

his father died when he was eleven. Lawrance mada sure Georgeknew

how o be @ genflernan, a well as how to read and do baste math,

When George Washingten was a feanager, he Joined the Virginta militia in the

and Indian War. This war wae fought belween the Brifish and the French.over land in
North America, Tha Native Americans joined the Franch n the fight because they were
ofraid that the British waeuld fake aver their land. George Washinglon was fight Ing on the
side of theBrilish. Thic wae before the coloniste nesdad fraedom from Greal Brilain, I}
wasn'bunti after the Brilish won he Franch and Indian War that King Gearge ITT bagan
totreat tha coloniste unfairly. He began cre aling taxes andlawe that the Americana
found fo be unfair.

George Washinglon. along with reprasentafivas from lhe ofhar colonias, mel au

the Continental Cangress. They decided fo fight the Brifich tagefher, In May of 1775,
Congress chose Washingtonto ba the G | of the Confinental A

. He had o lough

Jobbecause most of the soldierahad no expertancan tha army. They were juat
farmars geingup against the worlda greates! millary, Thars ware limas when many
of the Americon soldiers wanted fo give up. Washinglon sncouraged hem and
remained by their side Ihrough the lssing batflas and the bad condifiona thay
sometimes faced. He proved fo the soldiera that he was trustworthy and they knew
they could count on him. He led them to victory over the Brilich.

Washington cerved tuo terma as President of the Unifed Slates. Ha only made
execulive decisions that would unile the country, lke eonslruching roads between slatea

andbulding post offices. He stepped down affer serving eight yaars becauas he didn'f
wank fo rule foolong, ke aking.
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Nome-.

loa both faxts fo onewer tha follousng qusstions.

Which sentence bast summarizes New 2.Which phrase from
lation? Washingt:

onbest describes him as loyal and
George Washingfon didnt want fobe a | frushwor thy?

king. a  ‘Lawrence, made sure Georgekneuw
There were many conflicts, but aso hous fo b a genfleman..*
compromises, in the creationof our | b, “Washinglon cerved huwo lerms as

government, Prasident of the United Stafes.”
Congress wanlsd George Washington | <. *..Wachington encouragad them and
o be their new king, 6o they made 1 ramainadby their cids..*

aw. d. "Gaorge Wachinglon was fighfing on
Washington would only make decialone the aide of fhe Brifich."

that would unite the counlry.

paragroph | of NewNation, what Y. In George Washington. what was an
dba o synonym for tha word, fyrant? | example of a dacision he mada s
srofector Presideni?

lescuer a. lsadlhe Amaricans fo viclory

b, construct roads onky In Virginia

c. buldpost offices

d. learn o read and domalh

6. What s the author's purpose of New

B (ch par agraphin George Washington

paragroph| Fathers hur.l| when crealing our
2 e aninat
il o PP ey g
d fogive anopinion about Georga
e Washington as President

a.

b.

L8

7 What can the reader concluda about Georga Washingfon affer readngboth fexts?

hero.

Americ locked up to Washington and consideredhim a!

n::j.:;l were the only people who frusted that Washinglon woud make good
decisions.

Washington fought for Brilain in the Revolufionary War:

Washington hoped fo be the United States king.

© jivey 2015

[ New Nafion

veryone knows thal Goorge Washington was Americara firo! president, Buf did
youknouw that he didnt want to be? He only

agreedbacause he wanled fo help make the

the Revolufionary War. This war ended tha rus of King Goorge ITT
over the Uniled States. King George had

nation sfrongar affer

hat the Americans considersd a lyran,
Ho unfairlyforced foxas and laws onthe people withoul guing fham sayin the matler.
Wachington didnt want fo be fha cacand King George.*

Afterthe Revoluhtonary War, he Unifed Stafes government was imfed by lhe
Arficles of Confadaration. The delegalas, or represenlafives, of the Conshluhiondl
Convenfion did not want the govarnment to have foe much power. as fhe Brifich
government did. There waa not a presidant or a naftonal court. The gevernment was
verywsak, and fhe delegales could not agree about how fo mak f shronger. One of fhe
biggeat conflicto wan behusen the large and smallstates. Everyone could agros fhat he
paople should have a aay n the government, but no one could agras on how fo count the

voles. Tha lar gar afatea wanted the population to determing the number of

o helote could have. Th llor fofs
P 3

od al of the atates fo
have an equol numbar of repreventalivas. Finally, after much debale, fhe delagales
dacided on o fuo-house Cangress with a Senale and a House of Represenfatives. If was
calad ha Graaf Compromias. Thess law-making groups would make up fhe Legiclafive
Bronch of the govarnmant. They clao decided There should bs one head of fhe

~N, governmant: lhe Preaident. The Congress, aa well ac the JudieialBranch, or

national court, would work io keep fhe President from having foo much

N7 Power, 80 he wouldn'be another King George ITT. Many pesple were sfil
Y \) vory anxious cboul a governmen lsadar, 6o fhe delegales knew theyhad o
eloct somaone who was frustwor thy. George Washington was the firet and
only president unanimously’ slecled as UsS. President.
*unanimoushy ol of the people ogrea enfirely. nol one cpposes
A ©Jivey 2015
Name:.

T ————————————————— Date

Support your answer fo fhe question with svidence from bofh fexte.

nthy do you think George Washington was considered
the Father of Our Counfry?

©]ivey 2015
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EVERY PASSAGE

on grade level for 4-5
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on grade level for 6-/
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passages to denote the
level of passage
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the level given
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PASSAGES
INCLUDED:

® the history and origin
of Valentine's Day, and
the myth of Cupid

George Washington's
short biography, and
early US government
creation

® the history of St
Patrick's Day, and a poem
called "Pot of Gold"

ANSWER KEYS NOTE
CORE STANDARDS

Valentine's Day

On February 1%, people hope they willbe struck by one of Cupid's

arrows so they will fallin love. Although Cupid is aRoman god of love and
symbol of Valentine's Day, the dayis not celebrated because of him.

An anciert Roman ceremony, called Lupercalia, occurred each year from February
13- 5. The ritual was believed to ward of f evil spirits and cleanse the city, helping the
health and fertilty of those that attended. On the second day of the ceremony, there
was amafch-making event where men and women would be coupled and often
married,

Thot fraditional festivalwas banned af the end of the Fifth century, and so people
began fo celebrate the Saint named Valenfine instead. A saint is a person that lived aholy

life, such as a priest, and ofter death, is recognized for their work. Valentine was o

priest who lived during the third century andbelieved in love o
of Rome, named Claudius, wanted a strong army. He though!
made the best soldiers because then they wouldn't be worr
during war. Claudius prohibited, or outlawed, marriages of
ignored the emperor's orders and continued fo perform n
secret. When Valenfine's actions were discovered, he wae
was put in jailuntil he was executed on February M. Storie
one of the judge's daughters came fo visit him andhe fel
letter before he died. signing f, rom Your Valentine.” wi

Saint Valentine might have been the first fosenda

b that first made valentines popular

designing cards of paper andlace that Americans co
expensive imported cards from England). There war
she hadto create an assembly line to fulfill the order

Mother of the American Valentine.

MYTHOF CUPID

There once was a king with three
beautiful daughters. The youngest of the
three, named Psyche, was the most
beautiful. People sang songs about
Psyche and called her the goddess of
beauty, which angered Venus. Venus
was the goddess of love and beauty.

She decided to punish the princess.
Venus's son, Cupid, was an archer (a
person who shoots with bows and
arrows). Most arrows would harm or kil
someone, butnot Cupid’s. He would
shoot someone’s heart to give itjoy or
sorrow. Venus sent Cupid to shoot Psyche
“s~twould cause her o

exact opposite of what they described.
One night, Psyche tried o look at him

and it angered Cupid. He left her and
vowednever to retumtoher.

Psyche was so distraught that she had
lost her true love, she traveled the world
looking for him. Venus saw that Psyche
was searching and told her i she
completed four tasks, she would help her
find Cupid. Venus thought the tasks
would be 100 hard for Psyche and she
wouldn’thave fo help her. Even though
each was harder than the last, Psyche
was able to complete them...until the
last task. Venus wanted her fo deliver a
box to the god, Pluto, but should not look

the box. Venus had placed etemal

insidle the box. Psyche was too
1s. She fell into a deep sleep. Cupid
zed all that Psyche had done to find
. 50 he forgot his anger and brought
“out of her sleep. Cupid took Psyche
the god, Jupiter, who gave her the gift
immortality so they could be married

orever.
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George Washing+on
General, FoundingFather, First President, Father of Our Country:
allof these tifles were earnedby a great man named George Washington.
He grew upin colonial Virginia. His father died when he was eleven, so his

brother, Lawr ence, made sure George knew how fo be a genfleman, as

well as how to read and do basic math.

When Geor ge Washington was a teenager. he joined the Virginia milfiain IheFranch
and Indian War. This war was fought between the British and the French over landin
North America. The Native Americans joined he Frenchin the fight because they were.
afraid that fhe British would foke over their land. Geor ge Washington was fighting on the
side of the British. This was before the colonists needed frreedom from Great Britain. It

wasn't until after the British won the French and Indian War that King George ITT began

fotreat the colonists unfairly. He began imposing taxes ar Name.
found fobe unjust.

George Washington, along with delegates from the
Continental Congress and decided fo fight the British for
chose Washington tobe the General of the Continental /
most of the soldiers had no experience inthe army. T'
against the world's greatest military, There were fim
soldiers wanfedo give up, but Washington encourar
side through the losing battles and the bad conditior
to the soldiers that he was trustworthy and they ke

them to victory over the British.
President

Washingt dtwoterms

3.1In
Paragrp ]
executive decisions that would unite the country, | 4 be o g y:f :v,..,
lyrant> or 4
andbulding post offices. He steppeddownafle | o o he worq,

Profectey
rescuen

want forule oo long lke aking.

Paragraph 3
Peragraph y

NEW NATION

Everyone knows that George
Washingtonwas America’s first president.
But did you know that he didn'twant o
be? He only accepted the fitle because
he wanted o help make the nation
stronger after the Revolutionary War,
which ended the rule of King George Il
over the United States. King George had
been what the Americans considered
fyrant. He unfairly imposed taxes and
laws on the people without giving them
asay inthematter. Washington didn’t
want fobe the second “King George.”

Afterthe Revolutionary War, the
“neaovemment was limited by

0 oad fory
build, 98 only in V., .
foarn o ey < o

not one opposes

number of representatives to be based
on population. The smaller stateswanted
all of the states to have an equal number
of representatives. Finally, aftermuch
debate, the delegates decided on a
two-house Congress with a Senate and a
House of Representatives. It was called
the Great Compromise. These law-
making groups would make up the
Legislative Branch of the government
The delegates also decided there should
be one head of the government: the
President. The Congress, as well as the
Judicial Branch, or national court, would
help keep the President from having oo
much power, so he wouldn't be another

statorlike King George Il Since many

sople were stillvery anxious about
ovemment leader, the delegates knew
hey had fo elect someone that the
people already trusted. George
Washingtonwas the first and only
president unanimously' elected as
President of the United States

®jivey 2015

\

Ny
fshing}
d 9on foughs
Washingion *mpz lf:[, Brifoin i 1, o
e

the
the Uniteq 31;::";:::’"""9 War,
g

POT OF GOLD

St. Palrick's Dog

Tf you arent wearing green on March 17, watch outl You just might

BY AMELTA SHAW,1899
get pinched! This fradit tartedby T | child
fo celebrate the spirit of the Irish. Why the color green? Irelandis known as the
THE CHILD: YOUTH:
“Emerald Isle." This s b thelandis so green from b dinch o

Who buried the big pot of gold
Atthe foot of the rainbow old?
1shall search, | shall search fil I find it,
Andinto gold-dust I will grind it,

To gild everything that I see
Andmake itlook lovely fome.
1 care not how long it may take
This wonderful fortune to make.
1have so many years ail before me,
And there are no clouds hanging o'er me;

S0 today, and tomorrow, and the next
Ishall search, and Ishall not be vex'd
If1find it not til long after;
I'lbeguile all the way with bright laughter,
With sweet song, and sunshine, and play.
Ishallnot grow weary all day;

For the butterflies, flowers and bees,
And the birds all atunein the trees,
And the squirrels, so cunning and shy,
That scamper so when you come nigh,
Wil ail be my playmates and friends
Till | come where the rainbow ends.

And then there's the meadow brook,
That skips past many a nook,
Andstops in its onward course never,
But sings and flows on forever.

| can gathera few scattered chips
Out of these | can fashion fine ships,
And launch them upon the swift stream;
Then the fish in itswaters that gleam
Wil tempt me tolinger and play.
Thus the time will pass quickly away,
Andmy heart be both happy and bold
All the way to the big pot of gold!

Today | am twenty years old,
But as yet no pot of gold,

Dazzling withits yellow sheen,
Hath by my longing eyes been seen.
That rainbow cheatedme all the way

It faded long before noonday,

And left me staring at the sky,

With no landmark travel by.

Many times it req.
Andmy infant fancy ¢
Then quickly vanished from N
Leaving me without aclt
Butin the sunshine of the hou:
Ihad my gold in generous showers,
And thus the rainbow pointed not
To greaterweaith than| had got.
And all the way fo the pot of gold
Were pleasures that couldnot be bought
r sold
Those joys are o'er; they could notlast,
But vanished withmy chilshood’s past.

Thoughbut alegend, it is true,
I've still the pot of gold in view,
And the many-tinted bow of hope
Stilleads me on, withfate to cope.

©jivey 2015

three-leaf clovers. It s also a color of spring, which arrives a few days affer St. Parick's
Day.
The shamrock also became a symbol of St. Patrick's Day because of how the saint,
who's celebrated on this day, used the three-leaf clover. Saint Patrick helped spread
Christianity through Ireland n the fifth cenfury. He would use o three-leaf clover fo
explain the Holy Trinity (one leaf represented the Father, one represented the Son, and the
last represented the Holy Spirit).Finding a four-leaf clover s very rare. Itis considered a
good luck charmif you do. The leaves of @ shamrock with four leaves represent faith,
hope, love, and happiness.

In Ireland, there has akways been a feast fo celebrate Saint Patrick. But, when Irish

cants moved o America, the fradition grew info a much bigger celebration of al

thi h. Tt was a way o bring people together through their culture. The very first St.
tin Ireland, but instead in New York in the 1760s! Tt wasrt unti

Patrick Parad

the 1990s the *. Patrick’s DayFestival beganin Dublin, Ireland. The Irish hada parade

and severalofher - siting activities.
Many people stil feast on St. Patrick's Day. One customary dish s corned beef and

cabbage. This was a tradition that: de lar by Irish i b ¢

okl afford ik BaaF and sebls

from Ireland were often verypoor

fwoinexpensive foods, so these became the feast foods for the holiday in early America:
Another tradition on St. Patrick's Day s trying fo catch o leprechaun. Aleprechaunis

an oldIrish fairy. Most fairies are thought fo be pretty and sweet. Leprechauns are not.

They are pointy-eared finy old men who scare and trick people away from their pot of

Id hidden ot the end of the rainbow!
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UY THE BUNDLE & SAVE!

The bundle includes 39 pairs of passages and
their corresponding questions — more than a
year at your fingertips!

GRADES U-6

[ ended up buying this bundle
because each of vour pairead
tex1s resources are so

ﬁ ' wonderfull T wanted them dlll
A Must Have ELA resourcel

thout!

R,

Amber S. 5t Grade Teacher
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