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La feeth. however. were aboul the same size ag o T. Rex's. Many scientiolo boleve the

Groa Whila Shark a relafed. as a faelh ore vary smilr, but donl get longer than the-e

inches

Based on tha fosuls thal hava besn found, scienliuls ealimale hot the Magalodon

grew lobe aslarge as sixly fesl. Just tha Jaw alone s eleven feel wide and nine feet fal
20 meters (60 feet)

The Magalodon did axial. I} was nol a mylh What s a myth e that if could il exist
taday. They are extinct, but ther e are some peaple who beleve drouwings made of
sharke lhat wached up on beachas many year s aga prove that the gian shork (e il
around Mool lkely. thece ckelches wer of roffing whale sharks. One way scientists
know the Megalodon ient ahll around 6 that anly fossis of tha feeth have been found-
none thal were recenfly shed. and sharks are conlantly shedding faslh. You don't
need fo worry aboul these sharks af your nearby beach!

glets delermined this shark livedin the Cenozolc Era over

s bt bestn o reuser e folorusng queshons

&)

| Hows does the photograph in Legend of

Loch Ness help support the passage?
5. It showss howlorge Nessle realy
s

| b It shows evidence that made

people beleva Nessie was real
¢ It shouss Nessie's flippers.
d It shouss howlarge the loke, Loch

Ness, realy was

O,
2. Why do people believe
LochNese exicle?

b Scienfists foundits fossls.
¢ People have heord stories, seen

photographs, and defected olarge
objact uith sonor.

d People took an underwater
photograph of the manster.

7 In paragroph i of Legend of Loch
Ness, what does the usord skeptic
rvef)f")

a  someone who belleves ahoox

¢ people who tel stories
d

completely independent P b
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reading above 4th-5th
grade level :

(7 Hous are the ideas in boh taxts organized?
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["5 Wihich of the following statemente is
NOT true?

The Megalodon grew lo be fusenty
feet

Megalodon teeth coudbe seven
inches lang

The Megalodon was a shark fhat
ived in the Cenczoic Era

The Megaladon's jow was nine feet
talland eleven faet wide

a

4 \hat con the reader conchude about
he Megalodon offer reading both fexts?

o Tihved affer the Plesiosaur did
b Ifwas aslarge as people belisved

Lach Ness was

The Megalodan probably ate Nessie

d Nessie wasnot amyh, but

Megalodon was

"6, Which defal from the text supports
thot the Megalodon could not et exist?

No one has seen it

No one has found any of its feeth
recently shed, onk; the fossis

It never existed- if is a myth

It wouldnt have anything fo eat

through compare and confrast fo shows the dfferences of the sea monsters

b by cause and effect fo chow why they ore both extinct

with descriptions of the evidence people have of the creatures

d as aproblem/schition ta show how pecple found them st lving

S livey 2015

A
Qs
a.  TIilookslke adinosour.

© Jivey 2015

~\\"—\\ Dote.___
S '
“PPort your answer 1o the question wit )

evidence from boty fexts

C
°mpare the Loch Ness
Monster to fhe Meg
alodon,

Clivey 2015

-

£27

oxiE



passage for
dif ferentiation

printable formats

guestions (each

one constructed

FOR EVERY PAIR:

tuo levels of each

digital (self-grading) and

seven multiple choice

guestion assessing d
dif ferent standard

pecple uhobsleve

todoy Thag e axtoct: B thers aresome

chorke fhat woshed
around Most bely, frese
Lo tho Hegdlodonisat &t .
o that wera recent®y ched ands! -
o usorry ot hese shorks af gour e

cchyfossieof the et

ndisthat
- constanfiysheddnd

bybeach

reed

the
help support

i  of Loch Ness
otograph in Legery

1. How does the ph

passage?‘ )
Nessie was 831
cople helieve !
O \tshvwsevvdence\halmadep !

)
: 55, really Was.
O ltshowshowvavgelhe\av.e,LochNe s, really

i S.
) 1t shows how large Ness® really wa!
(O

() mshows Nessie’s flippers:
O

droungamode of
he giort sharkis st
O way scientists
have been found~

teeth. Tou dont

Could there really be agiant monster

ving in @ Scoffish lake? st possible thot

a Plesiosour, @ reptile from the Junésdc
period, survived all this fime and stil
exists? There isn't much prool, but some

5 true. These people
that have been told
lake, Loch

people believe il
believe the stories
about the monster fiving in ihe
ientists wil fell you, though. the

Ness. S¢ ‘
ssie,” s just 0 hoax'.

monster, called “Ne =
The first story was told in the year 565-

An Irish monk, Saint Columba. caome

ing @
across some people who were burying

rman. The man had been attacked by @
: to

water beast. Columba sent @ man

ine water. When the beast

swim through
sign of the

came up, the monk made the
cross. He ordered he monster to leave
o clone. The monster stopped

the m:
6 men called

and swom away. Columba’s
it g miracle, )
jie still tell Columba’s

Although peop igrid®
story. the sightings of Nessie starting in

eorly 1900s were whot grabbed the
sttention of many. One eafy story

ppened on JuUY 72,1933, George
(@ s wite reported thot @ 2%
\ci with @ long. thin neck

e road in front of their €O

con

Norne:

LEGEND OF LOCH NESS

The evidence that chonged monY
minds s @ photograph taken BY
& London doctor.

er Loch

people's
Robert Kenneth Wilson:
Mo said he waslooking out ¥
Noss whan the monster come ou! He
grabbed his camera and jook @ picture.

However, skeplics pelleve it could have

baen an otter of @ bird. The way the

photo s cropped. lt s hard 1o decide

how big the crealure raally &
11954, @ boat's crew picked Up onls

sonar a large object that wos tollowing

Ine boat. Sonar s a torm of tochnology

500"
that uses reflectad sound pulses 1o "

nderwaler objects. It s similar 10 how
ur

sa acholocation Sonaf

ts and whales
i 1 below. It

showed the object wos 479 tee!

oat for nearly 2,400 tee!

followed the
They belk

evedithad to be Nessio... do

Date:

MEGALODON: NOT A MYTH

Megalodon means, “big tooth,” when
scientists who study fossils, called
paleontolagists, found shark teeth
measuing over seven inches long, ihey
named this croature, “Megalodon,*

These huge teath have been found o

Over the world, Many people who found

these teeth befora sclontists hought they

Wwere the tongues of dragons
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found. scientists guess, or estimate, that
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The Megolodon did exist, It was not
myh. iFis & myth that it could il exist
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Use both fexts o answer the following questions.

1. How does the photogroph in Legend of Loch Ness help support the passage?
a. It shows how large Nessie really wos.

©b. it shows evidence that made people believe Nessie was real.
C. it shows Nessie's fippers.

d. It shows how lorge the loke. Loch Ness, really wos.

2. Why do people believe Loch Ness exists?
a. Itlocks like g dinosaur,

b. Scientists found its fossils.

c. People have heard stories, seen photogrophs, and detected a large object with

d. People took an underwater photograph of the monster.

3. In paragraph 4 of Legend of Loch Ness, what does the word skeplic mean?
a. someone who believes a hoax

b. photographers who fake pictures for newspapers
<. people who fell stories

d. someone who doubls what many others believe

4. What can the reader conclude about the Megalodon offer reading both fexts?
o. Itlived ofter the Plesiosaur did.

It wos as lorge as people believed Loch Ness was,
The Megalodon probably ate Nessie.

Nessie was not a myth, but Megalodon was.

Nome:,

response essay promp
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2-column and full page

5 exists?
2.Why do peup\e pelieve toch Ness exis!
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5. Which of the following statements is NOT frue?

a. The Megalodon grew 1o be twenly feet.

b. Megalodon feeth could be seven inches long.

c. The Megalodon was a shark that lived in the Cenozoic Era.
d. The Megalodon's jaw was nine feet tall and eleven feet wide

6. which detail from the text supports that the Megalodon could not stil exist?
a. Noone hasseenit.

b. No one has found any of its teeth recently shed, only the fossils.

c. Itnever existed- it is @ myth.

d. Itwouldn't have anything fo eat,

7, How are the ideas in both texts organized?

1. through compare and contrast to show the differences of the sea monsters
. by cause and effect to show why they are both extinct

with descriptions of the evidence people have of the creatures

as a problem/solution to show how peopie found them still iving
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Compare the Loch Ness Monster to the Megalodon.
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PASSAGES
INCLUDED:

* Loch Ness and
Megalodon

glant squid, and lion's
mane Jellyfish and
angler{ish

* ormaids
informational passage
and also an excerpt from

The Little Mermaid by
Hangs Christian Andersen

ANSWER KEYS NOTE
CORE STANDARDS

Megalodon: Not A Myth

Megalod . *big tooth.” Wh tists who study fossils, called
leontologists, found shark teeth ing inches long, they named this

creature, Megalodon. These huge feeth have been found allover the world. Before
scientists classified them as feeth, many people who found them thought they were the
fongues of dragons. Paleontologists determined this shark lvedin the Cenozoic Eraover
15 millon years ago. This was severdl milion years affer fhe Jurassic period, when many

di lived, yet the Megalod.

bigger than the well-known Ty Rex!

Tis teeth, however, were about the same size as aT.Rex's. Many scientists believe the
Great White Shark is related, asits teeth are very similar, but don't get longer than three
inches.

Based on the fossils that have been found, scientists estimate that the Megalodon
et fall.

grew tobe aslarge as sidy feet. Just thejaw clone fe cleven
20 meters (60 feet)

The Megalodon did exist. Tt was not amyth. What is
today. They are exfinct, but there are some people wh
sharks that washed up on beaches many years agop
around. Most likely, these sketches were of rotting wh
know the Megalodon isn't sfllaround s that only fossi

none that were recently shed, and sharks are const

need foworry about these sharks af your nearbyt

Mermaids and mermen, known as
merfolk, have existed in legends and
myths for centuries. Most people are
familiar with the famous Disney mermaid,
Ariel, who longed 1o be out of the ocean
and on land with humans, and saved
Prince Eric from his shipwreck. This Disney
movie was created from the old fairytale
written by Hans Christian Andersen, The
Little Mermaid. But in stories told by
sallors, mermaids were actually bad luck
and were known to cause shipwrecks!

Depending on the story, the things
merfolk might cause were different, but
they were almost all tales of bad fortune.
Some folkiore said merfolk would cause
storms and shipwrecks. Other stories were
about how mermaids would drag men
down 1o theirundenwaterkingdom,
drowning them. (However, some myths
point out that the mermaids didn’t know
humans can’t breathe underwater, so it
was not an evilintention.) still other fales
1old of mermaids singing on rocks, luring
the sailors o point their ships at the rocks,
hypnotizing them with their beautiful
voices, and causing them to crash.

The most famous merman in
mythology s Triton. He was a Greek god,

MYTHS OF MERFOLK

LEGEND OF LOCHNESS

Could there really be a giant monster
livingin the Scottish lake, Loch Ness? Isit
possiole that a Plesiosaur, a reptile from
the Jurassic period, survived all this time
andistil exists? There isn't much evidence
or proof, butsome people believe it's
frue based on the stories that have been
told. Scientistswill tell you, though, the
monster, called “Nessie,” is just @ hoax'.

The first story dates back fo the 6™
centuryin the year 565. An lrishmonk,
Saint Columba, came across some
people who were burying @ man that
had been attacked by a waterbeast.

* ~~an foswim through

known as the messenger of the sea. He
‘would blow into a conch shell like a
trumpet toraise or calm the sea. He also
carfled a trident: a large three-pronged
spear that resembles a fork.

There are many sailors, even
Christopher Columbus, that have
reported seeing mermaids on their

joumeys. When sallors ted seeing
these half human, half T stures,
they were most likely seeing, Nees

Perhaps, seen from a distance;
possiole that one could confuse thic
large marine animals for @ human. Or,
maybe these were stories they fold o
entertain themselves, or even
hallucingtions' afterhaving been out on
the ocean for weeks, sometimes months.
Whateverthe case, stories of mermaids
prove that you can't always believe

whatyou hear!

*hallucinations: anllusion of the mind that does not really exist,

often caused by siress or foric substances

@©jivey 2015

The evidence that changed many
people’s minds is a photograph taken by
Robert Kenneth Wison, aLondon doctor.
He said he was looking out over Loch
Ness when the monster appeared, so he
grabbed his camera and took a picture.
However, skeptics believe it could have
been an otteror a bird. The way the
photo s cropped, itis hard to determine
the distance or size of the creature.

In 1954, aboat's crew picked up on its
sonar a large object that was following
the boat. Sonar is a form of technology
that usesreflected sound pulses to
detect underwater objects. Itis similar to
how bats and whales use echolocation.

showed the object was 479 feet

v, and followed the boat for nearly
)feet. They believed it had to be
... do you?

Wisorvs photo publehed i fhe oy Mol
ricknamed fhe “Surgeor's Phofograph

©jivey 2015

GIANT TENTACLES

The tale of the giant kraken, a
tentacled sea monster that
swallowed ships whole,
was alegend. But it was most likely
created because of sightings of a real
animal, the giant squid. Thismarine giant
has been found aslong as 59 feet. That's
longer than a semi-fruck! That also
means its eyes are aslarge as your head!
The giant squid's eyes are thelargest of
any animals in the world.
Eyes so large help the animal see in the
deep areas of the ocean where it lives.
Most other animals couldn't see anything
atall 3,000 feet below the surface. Even
thoughitis so gigantic, it is rarely seen by
humans because of the depth of where
it lives. Many agree, though, that the
most fascinating thing about the giant
squids ts eight arms and its two
tentacles, which are longer thanits ams.
They are what make up the majority of
the squid’s length. The underside of the
arms and tentacles are covered with
suction cups, which help it hold its prey.
The twolong tentacles are used to catch
prey and bring it to the ams that bringit
tothe squid’s beak, which is in the center
of all of the ams. The giant squid's

Deep SeaDiscoveries

powsiflibdk cancrsh iafdboui Most people wouldn't think that fhere is any ife in the lowsest layer- of the ocean.

anything it catches. Even though they That's because there s hardly any sunlight. But actudlly, there is much life in the deep

have been portrayed as monsters in seal Infact, the strangest creatures onEarthlive in the deepest part of the ocean.

stories and movies, they really are shy, Some of the odd creaturesliving there are the giant squid and the anglerfish.

gentle cteatures thatwoid notattack How didpeople discover these animals so deep in the ocean? Some marine
humans, but instead would release an
biologiets (pecple who studylife In the ocean) have gone down in submersible

0

inky substance that would hide it long 7

enough to get away.
Another giant tentacled creature of canvideo and photographin deep water. Thatis hous the giant

the ocean s the lon's mane fellyfish, I1is squidwas found| Even though there is no sunlight that deep.,

nothinglike the giant squid, even though thereis stillight. Scientists who have explored the deep have been amazed by a show

finosiisntacles:itdoesn"thoveieyssiora of suirling, flashinglighte. This ight comes from the bodies of animals. It's called

brain, it st ~*+hasurface of the cold
Nemas biokurni Fireflies and g fures onland that use

northem
its 100-fo
suction

o . Allbioumi } animals produce light because they h special

venom 7 — 2a that uses bicluminescenceis the

They a something that belongs in a science

! $
squid, V[ have huge mouths filled with sharp

ey Show fhe i N Confqgyy | femole hasa spine coming out of her
Animalg Srences of 4, - S
W i leep seq | < afishingrod. The end of the rod-has
us
ks b’e an effect iy show what sup and attracts prey. She will wiggle
o M
S "®scance %" [ close, attractedto the light. Then, she

and swallow it wholel Male anglerfish do

5
o
andlify lhalhy,:,::'_'ra deepoe

asq
they fom ™/solution 4,

d th, o sho,
Afterr, < Giont squy - Pew

sethey are parasites®. They attach fo the

~other organisms by livingin them or on them
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The Little Mermaid

adopted from the 1836 fairy fole by Hans Christion Andersen

The sun had just set when her head rose above the water. The evening

stars sparkled in fhe soft pink sky The air was warm and fresh. The sea was os

calm as a pool. A big ship floated close by with only a single sail sef. There was not o bream
wind, and the sallors were relaxing. There was music and singing on board. As the evening
came, hundreds of colored lanferns were I~they looked lke fhe flags of allnations waving in
the air. The lifle mermaid swam right up to the cabin windows. Every fime she was Ifted by
the waves, she could see crowds of people through the windows. The handsomest of them all
was the young prince with large dark eyes. Allthe celebrating was in honor of his birthday.
The sailors danced on deck, and when the prince came out, hundreds of rockets were let off.
making it as light as day, and frightening the litle mermaid so much fhat she had fo dive under
the water. She soon came up again, and it was Just as i allthe stars were faling in showers
around her. She had never seen such magic fires. Great suns whirled round, gorgeous fire-
Fish hung in fhe blue air, and all s reflected in the calm and glassy sea.

Tt got late, but the little mermaid could not fake her eyes off the ship and the beautiful
¢ e colored lanferns were put out, no more rockets were sent up, but deep down in
the su was @ moaning sound. The ship gof more and more way on. Sal affer sall was
filledby thethe waves grew stronger, great clouds gathered, and itlightened in the
distance. The 9. ~hip rocked and rolled. The black waves rose ke mourkains. The water
broke over the decks, and rushed in.Now fhe lifle mermaid saw that they were in danger. As
the ship went down she saw fhe prince sink in the deep sea. At first she was excited because
he was coming fo be with her. Then she remembered that human beings could nof live under
water. She dove deep down under the water. At last she reached the young prince just as she
couldnt swim any further in the stormy sea. He would have died if the lile mermaid had not
come fo the rescue. She held his head above water and let the waves fake them to the shore.

In the morning, the storm was over. The ship was nowhere fo be seen. The mermaid

kissed the prince and stroked his hair. She hoped that he might I
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UY THE BUNDLE & SAVE!

The bundle includes 39 pairs of passages and
their corresponding questions — more than a
year at your fingertips!

GRADES U-6

[ ended up buying this bundle
because each of vour pairead
tex1s resources are so

ﬁ ' wonderfull T wanted them dlll
A Must Have ELA resourcel
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