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Southeastern Agr‘icu”ure
Nalive American Iribes in the Southeas! depended upon lhe success
of their farma. They fished and hunlad for meal and somelimes gotharad
nuls and berries, but Ihey relied on agricullure (forming). Tribea
ke tha Seminole, Cherokes, and Chickasaw lived in permanent

vilages Many tribes built vilages along creeke and rivers. Their

corn, beans, squash, polaloes, melons, ond to ha
clg

A fool Great resource

Ue have been working through these
paired texts and the kids love reading and
learning about things they weren't aware

of. The questions bring up great discussions
and sometimes even research opportunities

which ware rased woodan bine Thay had to be high oncugh that the mice couldn't get
intaif Unforlmohlg_ when Europeans bagan fo selile, they weuld raid the Native

Amerrccln'l corncriba.

Nol oll crops wera grown for food. Southeastern Notive Americans grew bollle
gourds to make bowls, cupe, and even masks. They clso grew sunflowers for medicinal

leas ond o crects aowrpls die for eelartnm sl sl oo b oo o b

Jennifer \A/.. 4th Grade Teacher



whole group or smdl
group modeling

read and annotate the
texts together, then
provide the questions
for comprehension
check, dllowing
students to use the
annotared passages

completely independent
practice for students
reading above 4th-5th

grade level
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Native American fibes in the
Southeast relied on the success of their
farms, They fished and hunted for meat.
Sometimes they gathered nuts and
beries. too, but they mainly depended
on agriculture (farming). Tribes like the

Seminole, Cherokee, ond Chickasaw
lived in Pormanent vilages. Many ftribes
built vilages along creeks and rivers. Their
corm, beans, squash, polatoes, melons,
and fobacco grew well with a water
0uUrce so close,

Bolore a fiold was planted, it would
b6 cleared by cutting down any lroos or
brush ang bumning them, The ashos from
the bumed woocds helpad provide
nutrents to the soil, Cam, boans, ang
*quash wero callad *The Thren Sistors” in

many Nalive American tibos, Thay
bellevad that theso thioe crops only
grew woll logethar. They ware
considerod procious Qifts from The Great
Spirit. Because of this, they woulg plant
them all mixeq together in tho same

field. This was called intercropping. The

bean vines would wrap around the stalks

of the com 1o grow faller, The squash on

the ground helped the soil hold moisture,

Farming was done Q5 @ community,

Some of the fibe members would dig
A

SOUTHEASTERN AGRICULTURE

Wwith tools made of stone, fishbone, or
wood. Others would use Q digging stick
to make holes for seeds. They didn’t
believe any person could own land, The
food that was grown belonged to qii,
Alter harvesling the crops. the Native
Americans would store them. That way
their vilage would have food evenin the
winter, Com was stored in "comn cribs,”
which were raised wooden bins, They
had to be high enough that the mice
coulan't get into i1, Unfortunately, when
Europeans began fo seltle, they would
rald the Native American’s corn cribs,

Not all crops were grown for food,
Southeastorn Native Americans grew
botfle gourds to make bowls. cups, ang
even masks. They also grew sunflowers
for medicinal teas and 1o create @

Rurple dye for coloring cloth. They even
uscd the dye 1o paint their bodies.
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food sources
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Sou’rhwesi’ern DPH Fclrming

In the American Southuwest, states like Arizona and New Mexico are
desert. Before these were slates, fribes like the Hopi and the Anasazt bult
homes there. They also farmed on these dry desert lands. Deserts are known for
thelr dry, hot conditions and e rainfall. You might wonder how hese Native American
ribes were able fo successfully grow corn, beans, and squash there.

These tribes had fo be very resourceful. Water is scarce in a desert, but crops need
water fo grow. The Native Americans would prachice “dry farming.* This fype of farming can
be done wilh less than fen inches of rain ayear! One way is fo create a small field ot the base
of amesa’ wash. Awash is where the land has been eroded by rainfall and snowfall. The
erosion makes a dich for water fo flow down. This would ensure that the crops would get

any rain that might fall. Runoff when the snow melted at the end of the winfer would also head

down the difch.
Ancther method was to irrigate, or bring water fo their fiel

(waterways) from a spring. The canals would send water fo the
their digging fools from the natural resources they had. Often,
shoulder bone of alarge animal ke abuffalo. Planfing was do
hardened in a fire. Farming was done as a community. Some

After a corn field was harvested, the Nafive Americans
down on the ground. This would enrich the soil. Tt would also
away and collect snows in the winter for moisture. The next «
Field. They would use it he following season instead. Letfing
called fallowing.

The Hop stil Ive in the Southwest today. They confinue
do everything by hand, even though there are modern fo
For the Hopl, farming is not just for food, but it s lfe. The:

profect and grouw it with prayer.

“mesaa flot, high areaof land withvery steep sides.
A

SOUTHEASTERN AGRICULTURE

Native American fribesin the
Southeast relied on the success of their
farms. They fished and hunted for meat.
Sometimes they gatherednutsand
beries, 00, but they mainly depended
on agriculture (farming). Tribes like the
Seminole, Cherokee, and Chickasaw
lived in permanent vilages. Many tribes
built vilages along creeks and rivers. Their
com, beans, squash, potatoes, melons,
and tobacco grew well with a water
source so close.

Before a field was planted, it would
be cleared by cutting down any trees or
~~~them. The ashes from

The Noti £ the Nor 1

Totem Poles

and often stood outside of their homes.

deveidsfrom lsgendsond el

tcoast were
storytellers. Some of the stories they fold were represented on fofem

poles. These giant pieces of art were carved out of large cedar frees

Character:

the Nori

tofem poles. Special gifts that the people hadreceived or fraits of fhe people were dlso
shown onthem. No one could el the storyjust by looking at the fotem pole, though. The
storyhad o be known by heart. Parents would el the stories fo their ¢!

would be passed down through each generation of the family.
. oic. RN

andit
\

Inthe culture of

t coast tribes,

represented qualiies that were shown in fhe stories about them, or gifts that hac

received. The raven, for example, is known as a fricksfer. The foles about Raven often
chow him misbehaving. An eagle s the ruler of the cky. The bear-represents ateacher,
becausein sfories about Bear, peoplelearn o fish and find berries. Native Americans
viewed Wolf as p ful and @ hedler, that couldheal I Id h

wolf on their fotem pole. A hunter would have a whale carved on theirs. A beaver would

be displayed for abulder.

v tedb

e different natural

The colors of afof
together. Clay, eggs, roots, juice, algae, berries, and charcodl couldbe used fo make

paint. Each color represented qualties and things innature, foo. Yelk bolized the

Black lor that

sun,but dlso happiness. Green represented frees and mounfai
chowed power. Blue stood for rivers andlakes. White was fhe color to showpurity and
peace. Red stood for blood, bravery, andwar. When fhe fofempole was first painfed, it
faded. They eventudlly rofted,

E | winters, the colors

ight, but after
but new fofem poles were always being created. Even foday, Northuest ribes st

carve theml
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with tools made of stone, fishbone, or
wood. Otherswould use a digging stick
tomake holes for seeds. They didn’t
believe any person could own land. The
food that was grown belonged to all
Afterharvesting the crops, the Native
Americans would store them. That way
their vilage would have food evenin the
winter. Com was storedin “com cribs,”
which were raised wooden bins. They
had to be high enough that the mice
couldn’t getinto it. Unfortunately, when
Europeans began fo settle, they would
raid the Native American’s com cribs.
Not all crops were grown for food.

Southeastern Native Americans grew

1 gourds tomake bowls, cups, and

masks. They also grew sunflowers
redicinal teas and to create a
sle dye for coloring cloth. They even
d the dye to paint their bodies.
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THERAVEN

ADAPTATION OF AN INVITLEGEND

The Ravenin Alaskawas no ordinary
bird. He had remarkable powers and
could change intowhatever form he
wished. He could change from a bird o
aman. He could swim underwateras
fast as any fish,

One day, Raven took the form of @
little, bent-over old man to walk through
aforest. He had along white beard and
walked slowly. After a while, Raven felt
hungry. Just then, he came 1o the edge
of the forest near a vilage on the beach.
There, many people were fishing. Ina

ash, Raven thought of a scheme. He

dinfo the sea. He swam to the spot

Wi = fishermen dangled theirhooks.
Rave: 1 from one hook to another,
gobbling'« i bait. Each time Raven

stole bait, the. men felt a tug on ther
lines. When the line" ere pulled in, they
were always empty. But Ravenworked
his trick once 100 often. When one expert
fisherman felt a tug, he jerked his line
quickly. He'd hooked something heavy.
Raven'sjaw had caught on the hook!
Raven pulled in the opposite direction.
His jaw broke off. The fisherman pulled in

his line immediately. On his hook was a

A

WHALING

Tribes of the Northwest coast and the
Arctic hunted and fished for survival.

They were expert fisherman, and very
skiled with a harpoon'. The tribes
depended on the cedar trees of the
land, but also the resources that whales
provided. For thisreason, the Native

dangerous part of a hunt, because

whales could overtum their canoe. The
whale would then be brought toshore
and everyone in the vilage would
Americans had great respect and honor receive itsresources, but first, all of the
members of the fribe would sing and
thank the spirit of the whale for giving
itself 1o their people.

Native Americans never wasted any
-t +havkiled. Whales

for whales.
Not just anyone could become a

whale harpooner. Native Americans

believed it took great physical and

spiritual strength, so the right to hunt partofar

whales had tobe eamed. Youngmen 'were no

would train with expert whale hunters to blubber,

learn how tofind the whales, how to of thefc g’-“t’:b*; Senfence fron, Wh,

steer throughkelp beds and tides, and could Am"?;i:ie‘d’“ ”‘uHheN:,.

how to use different harpoons. forcoc| @ | Uusl:i el respect e "
Before going whaliing, the hunters bones [, Whole horp :::e Coudbecame uu/es?

would follow a itual. The hunters Jewel Toun o

prepared themselves spiritually for the rope

hunt. They separated themselves from villar

the tribe to pray and cleanse their spirit. last
After days of thisitual, several men
would go outinto the ocean in a canoe
made from a dug-out cedar tree. Once
awhale had been harpooned, it would
‘take hours, or even days to kil the
gigantic mammal. This was the most

*harpoon: a barbed spear ottached 1o a rope used !
Ml :sinew: o fough fendon that connects muscle fo bor

of the fo
& Menhad, jo.owing staf,

P fement,

b Sinew, s g;:-:: ™0 hows fo porg i'SNorfpuE:
Wor ' enoy

<
m gh fo b,

man's jaw with a long white beard! It
looked horrible enough to scare anyone.
Al of the fishermen were very frightened.
They ran as fast as they could to the
chiefs house. Raven came out of the
waterand followed the fishermen. He
wasn great pain. No one noticed his
missing jaw because he covered the
lower part of his face with his blanket.
The chief and the people studied the jaw
that washanging on the hook. They all
handed it to each other. Finally, the jaw

989 prob),

em/soluf;
lng helped fhe c':., f:‘ sﬁ.‘;w o
untty

b rope:
e Ny o or gt o 448 0p0ne,
.

came to Raven, who said, "Oh, thisis a
wonder to behold!" He threw back his
blanket and put his jaw back on. Raven
performed his magic so quickly that no
one had time tosee what was
hoppening. He tumed himself into a bird
and flew out of the chief's house. Only
then did the people begin forelize it
was the trickster Ravenwho had stolen
theirbait. On the totem pole, Raven was
carved, not as the old man, but as
himself without his beak, lie the old man

who lost his jaw.
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Hun’ring Buffalo

Without the buffalo, the Native American tribes that lived in the Plains region might
nothave survived. They relied on them for food, shelter, and clothing. Because of this
dependence, the Plai fribes were nomadic. They raveled from place fo place fo
Follow the migrating buffalo.

Since the Plains Native Americans were always moving, they needed
ahome that couldbe set up and faken down easily. These homes were
calledfepees. They were one of the many things made from the
resources of abuffalo hunt. A fepee is like o cone-shaped fent. Tt
has long wooden poles in the center with buffalo hide (the skin with the hair removed)
wrapped around them. When the men spottedbuffalo, the wormen would set up the
fepee. The men would hunt with spears or bows and arrows. They never kiled more

than they needed fo survive, and hey used and shared every part of the buffalo. This

~hecause they had great respect for alliving fhings.

s the hair on the hides. They also

+d from hides couldbe used fo make

100, as well as the strings of their

oints, cups, and spoons. Bones and

he Plaing,

o folne, "c°dedihe [ etheinfestines and the bladder were
of °8 Used byffoy

Trothes ondapre, oo hides .

suffalo would spoil quickly if they did not

n of fhe P
mericans would cut the meat nfo strips
i afire to dryit out. The driedmeat was
esfokeep themeat from going bad. If i

correctly, the meat couldlast for several

Iy helpfulin the winferfime.
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UY THE BUNDLE & SAVE!

The bundle includes 39 pairs of passages and
their corresponding questions — more than a
year at your fingertips!
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