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Sharks

You rmight not want them in your home aquarium, but sharks are fishl
Like ather fish, they have fins for swimming, glls for breathing, and most are
cold-blooded. Unlike most fish, a shark's skeleton is made of cartilage (kar-dul-ij)
insfead of bone. Cartilage is a firm tissue, like what is found in your ear.

Sharks are predators. This means they eat other living animdls. An
animdl that is hunted and killed is called prey. Sharks have rows of razor-sharp
teeth and strong jows which helps them catch and eat their prey. Sharks are
powerful and fost. They dlso have super senses. They can smell a single drop of
blaod from miles away. Sharks have excellent vision which helps them to see well
underwater, even at night. Additionally, sharks con pick up the tiniest sounds with
their sharp hearing. Findlly, they have a sense that humans do not. Sharks have an
electricd sense that can help them find prey using vibrations and electricd
charges. This comes in handy when their prey is buried or hiding

WMost sharks eat fish, crabs, squid, shrimp, stingrays, and even other
sharks. Some large sharks eat sedls, sea turtles, and sea lions. The largest shark
of dl, the whadle shark, has very tiny teeth that it doesn't even usel Whadle sharks
might be the largest fish, but they eat the tiniest prey. They eat plankton and tiny
fish by filtering them from the water. A whale shark sucks in water like a vacuum
cleaner. Its gills dllow water to come out of its mouth while the plarkton and other
small creatures stay tropped

Although many people are afraid of sharks because of the sfories
they hear about shark attacks, humans are not in a shark’s diet. Shark attacks
happen because people have gotten too close. It might be hard fo believe, but
sharks are in danger because of humans. There are less sharks in our oceans
because of fishing and hunting. Some people even kill sharks for fun. Their habitats
are dlso being polluted and destroyed. It's important that hurmans respect sharks

because they help keep the ocean ecosystem bdlanced

W
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Answer these questions about Sharks. = Answer these questions about Sharks. =
A shark is a fish because it Which list of characteristics shows that a shark is a fish?
a has gils and bore, and is cold-blooded b. has gills, fins, and cartilage. a gills, cold-blooded, and bone b. gilks. fins, ond cartilage LI L E V E LS
( c‘hc} gllls and Fins, and is cold-blooded d_ has fins, bone, and cartilage ‘:’:c_:/;,"g\HE‘ fins, and cold-blooded d_ fins, bone, ond cartiloge
What helps sharks find their prey? List ot least three things What helps sharks find their prey? Quote ot least three examples
S ke as R They hena S el AR el Thay s S ke as R They hena S el AR el Thay s
excellentision; even:at:night: They dso havessharp hearing Losty; sharks excellentision; even:at:night: They dso havessharp hearing Losty; sharks O F E V E RY
have an electricdl sense fo help them find prey with vibrations have an electricdl sense fo help them find prey with vibrations
All sharks use their teeth to eat their prey (circle true or fase) People have all of the same senses as sharks (circle true or folse) PASSAG E
TRUE (raLse ) TRUE (raLse )
o s e b o Prove your anewer:_horks have on dlecfrical sense that we do not

Whadle sharks eat 1 ny fish and p'onk"on How do whdle sharks eat?

Whadle sharks use thei s os filters. They suck water in through their mouth

and their gills help trap plankfon and small fish

Why are there less sharks in our oceans?

& (pepls tiat-then What could people do to help conserve sharks? Quote evidence from the text fo 3 | | Vl | S

b the oceon is being polluted support your answer.

sharks for

¢ shark habitats are being destroyed People should stop fishing and hunt rks. Some people even ki

i d ) alloF e e fun. People could dlso respect sharks habitats by not dumping harmful things
into the oceans, causing pollution
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the fop of the machine. Sormeone turned the handle which fed
the cotton through wire combs. These combs removed the
seeds. The cotton was pulled out of the cotton gin without
the seeds

Plantation owners in the South began to have
enslaved people use the cotton gin. The owners sow how
G\_L“C‘(‘\r‘ ‘H"‘ET .qf'!f'!d"'w Cod‘d hf) T—ﬁl’r\DV(Zd Tl"(f\f‘ hDUg)’d’ more

E'!r"f:l(JVfEd '\N’Jl'kfif‘ﬂ *O D|C1ﬁ+ Or"d F}ICk even more

cotton. Some pecple believe that the cotton gin
rmay have been o cause of the Civil War. The
Civil War was fought between the North

and South over issues like slavery and the

states’ rights
A

Explain how the cotton gin works. *

What effect did the cotton gin have on slavery? *

What does the text say about how the cotton gin had an effect on the
country?
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R2
Answer these questions about Sharks.
What is the main idea of the passage?
a  People o't want sharks in their home aquarium
Norne: Date:
e sanses ot heyione i denoes
Sharks
You might not want them in your home aquarium, but sharks are fishl momon.
Like other fish, they have fins for swimming, gills for breathing, and most are
cold-blooded. Unlike most fish, a shark’s skeleton is made of cartilage Ckar-dul-ij) wpport the main idea?
: o - Rz"\r‘m tissue, like what is found in your ear
Nerne: Date: rs. This means they eat other living animals. An
Cotton Gin s called prey. Sharks have rows of razor-sharp tles, and sea lions.
One single discovery changed the way of early life in the South. When peitheraigatoh dhd bat Hair prejishks @sa sartilage.
cotton was picked from the fields, the seeds had to be removed from the fibers ve super senses. They con smel a single drop of
by hond. This wos a difficult task. In [793, Eli Whitney invented a machine that vave excellertt vision which helps them to see wel fo hunt.
cleaned the seeds from the cotton. In fact his invention, called the cotton gin, tionally, sharks can pick up the tiniest sounds with
could remove the seeds from more cotton in just a couple of hours than many have a sense that humans de not. Sharks have an ors?
I —— rem find prey using vibrations ond electrical
The cotton gin worked very simply. Cotton was put into the fop of the nen their prey is buried or hiding
rnachine. Soreone turned the handle which fed the cotton through wire combs, . eras, squid, shrimp, stingrays, and even ofher
rermoving the seeds. The cotton was pulled out of the cotton gin without the seeds | 1% 50 furtles, and sea lions. The lorgest shark | |
Plantation owners in the South began to have enslaved people use the  tiny teeth that it doesn't even usel Whale sharks
catton gin. When they saw how quickly the seeds could be removed, sy entthe tintest priey.. They st plankton‘and iy
sy beight ok e anslovid fworkers #5 Pl end pick sveh e water. A whale shark sucks in water like a vocuum
cotton. If is believed that the cotton gin may have been a cause of some out of its mouth while the plankton and other
the Civil War, a war fought between the North and South over
PN Jle are afraid of sharks because of the stories
Answer these questions about Cotton Gin. 4z humans are not in a shark’s diet. Shark attacks
Fillin the missing information: +en too close. It might be hard to believe, but
= humans. There are less sharks in our oceans
MAIN IDEA: Some people even kill sharks for fun. Their habitats . © jivey
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A Robin’s Nest

Robins are expert nest-builders! It's a good thing M
since they build nests three times a year. Birds, like Robins, are 15 .q.g-}
born with the ability to make a nest. No one feaches them how. w
This is called instinct.

First, Robins find the perfect place to begin building their nest. It must
be away from sun, wind, and rain. It should diso be close fo a good feeding spot-
Birds don't want to fly too far from their nest. Lostly, the nest needs to be out
of sight from predators, like cats, hawks, and Blue Jays.

Once the perfect spot is found, Robins collest dry grass and smal
branches. Then, they weave the grass pieces and twigs. They use mud fo make it
all stick fogether. They dlso use the mud to make a cement to hold the nest in
place. Robins use their bellies to shape the inside of the nest. Last, they line the
inside with soft grass and hair.

Findlly, the Robin can lay her blue eggs in her perfectly-formed nest.
She will sit on her eqgs for five weeks fo keep them warm, safe, and dry until they

hatch.
Answer these questions about A Robin's Nest.

What materials do Robins use fo build their nests?

—— TWO SHORT PA
NE

What does the author mean by *instinct? What is a bird's instinct?

Cotton Gin

One single invention changed the way of early life in the South. Cotton
was picked from fields ond the seeds had fo be removed from the fibers by hand
This was a hard task. In [793, Eli Whitney invented a machine that cleaned the
seeds from the cofton. His invention was cdled the cotton gin. It could remove the
seeds from more cotton in just a couple of hours than many werkers could do in
e

The cotton gin ran very simply. Cotton was put infe the top of the
rnachine. Sorneone turned the handle which fed the cotton through wire combs.
These combs removed the seeds. The cotton was pulled out of the cotton gin
without the seeds.

Plantation owners in the South began to have enslaved peop\eam

e The-cotton gine The Swiriers scw howdiickhy Tha Sesds doild
be removed. They bought more enslaved workers fo plant and pick
even more cotton. Some people kbelieve that the cotton gin may
have been a cause of the Civil War. The Civil War was fought %
between the North and South over issues like slavery and the stafes' rights
Answer these questions about Cotton Gin

Who invented the cotton gin? When?
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Nerne: Date:

A Robin's Nest

Robins are expert nest-builders! They build nests
three times a year. Birds, like Robins, are born knowing how
to make a nest. No one tfeaches them. This is called instinct

First, Robins find the perfect ploce to begin
building their nest. It must be away from sun, wind, and
rain. It should also be close fo a good feeding spot. Birds
don't want tfo fly foo far from their nest. Last, the nest
needs To be out of sight from predators, like cats, hawks,
and Blue Jays

Robins collect dry grass and small branches. Then,
they weave the grass pieces and twigs. They use mud fo
make it all stick together. They also use the mud fo make a
cernent. It helps hold the nest in place. Robins use their
bellies fo shape the inside of the nest. Last, they put soft
grass and hair along the inside

Finally, the Robin can lay her blue eggs in her
perfect nest. She will sit on her
eggs for five weeks. She keeps { }
them warm, safe, and dry ”
until they hatch.

Nome Date:

Answer these questions about A Robin's Nest. ‘

Nome Date:

What materials do f

Answer these questions about A Robin's Nest.

What is the main idea of the text?

a. Birds build perfect

What does the auth Answer these questions about A Robin’s Nest,
b. Robins are expert

instinct?

d Robins sit on their

Which of these detai

a. Robins find the p

b.  Robins weave grc

d. Robins lay blue e
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R3
Naorne: Date:
¢. Robins collect gra: Explain how a Robin builds its nest using the text
c. Robins use their | | Why is it important for Robins fo use mud?
© jivey
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A Robin's Nest

Robins are super-skilled nest-builders! It's a good
thing since they construct nests three times a year Birds,
Such as ROblr\S, are born W|+h +he Db|||+y +D make a neS+. ND
one demonstrates for them. This is called instinct.

First, Robins find a prime location o begin building
their nest. It must be away from sun, wind, and rain. It
should also be near a good feeding spot because birds don*t
Wﬂn+ +O Fly +OO FDV‘ From +he|r V'\ES+. LDS‘HY, +he V'\ES+ r\eeds +O
be out of view from predators, like cats, hawks, and Blue
Jays.

Once the perfect spot is found, Robins gather dry
grass and small branches. Then, they weave the grass pieces
and twigs. They apply mud fo bond the materials together.
They also use the mud fo make a cement fo hold the nest in
place. Robins use their bellies to mold a hollow center. Last,
they line the center with soft grass and hair.

Finally, the Robin can lay her blue eggs in her

perFeC+|y_FDSh|Oned r\eS+. She Wl” N

incubate her eggs for five weeks fo { q.s§
keep them warm, safe, and dry until

they hatch. w

A Robin's Nest

Robins are super-skilled nest-builders! It's a good
thing since they construct nests three times a year Birds, like
RDbihS, are born Wl‘H"\ ‘H"\e Db|||+y +D mﬂke a r\eS+. ND one
teaches them how. This is called instinct.

First, Robins find the perfect place fo begin building
their nest. It must be away from sun, wind, and rain. It
should also be near a good feeding spot because birds don*t
Wﬂn+ +O Fly +OO FDV‘ From +he|r V'\ES+. LDS‘HY, +he V'\ES+ r\eeds +O
be out of view from predators, like cats, hawks, and Blue
Jays.

Once the perfect spot is found, Robins collect dry
grass and small branches. Then, they weave the grass pieces
and twigs. They apply mud fo make it all stick together. They
also use the mud fo make a cement to hold the nest in place.
Robins use their bellies to shape the inside of the nest. Last,
they line the inside with soft grass and hair.

Finally, the Robin can lay her blue eggs in her

perfectly-formed nest. She will sit on S
her eggs for five weeks to keep { .s§
them warm, safe, and dry until l!

they hatch.
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Answer these questions about A Robin’s Nest.
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A

Answer these questions about A Robin’s Nest.
What is the main idea of the text?

a. Birds build perfect nests.

b. Robins ai

Narne: Date:
c. Robins c

Answer these questions about A Robin’s Nest.
d. Robins si

Exp‘a\n |’\OW [+ Eob\ﬂ bu}‘ds \*S nes‘f' us\ﬂg ‘H’\e ‘f'ex‘f'
Which of tF
a. Robins-
b, ROblr\S 2]
c. Robins:
d. Robins|
Why is it important for Robins o use mud?
th .
4™ grade level questions
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Your year will be set with assessments for

EVERY reading standard in fiction and nonfictionl

/I love how easy it was fo \

differentiate for all students.
Thank you very much for this

resource. I could see how much
61 w{‘ time and effort was put info this.
w m, %)u saved me hours of planningl

Miss Nguyen, 3 Grade Teacher



https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Differentiated-Standards-Based-Reading-Assessments-Bundle-Digital-Printable-2762252
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Used this resource with my targeted
intervention groups fo prepare for
state testingl This was PERFECT. The
passages were engaging and truly
prepared them for what was to come

on the actual BIG test. Thank you for

taking the time to create amazing

resources like thisl

Amanda N., 3 Grade Teacher

With a multi-level classroom, I love how

easy it is to differentiate for my

students with a wide range of abilities.

\_Thank youl

Emmalee P., 3rd /4th /5t Grade Teacher

I loved this resource because it provided

me with useful data and the students

were fully engaged. There were multiple

levels making differentiation a breeze.

Maureen L., 4 Grade Teacher
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