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BEST PRACTICES

Vocabulary must be taught in confext for

Thisis a grec+ addition to

H'\e men+or sen+ences!

studenfs to truly understand the words and

The activities are engaging

build rela’fionships with them, and then in turn

and qppropric+e.
My students look forward use them in wrifing and speaking. Move away

to |eqrning the new words
each week and finding

from lists of vocabulary words and |ooking up

them in the mentor text.
% definitions, and Teach students how to
comprehencl with this best prac’fice resourcel

Carrie M., 3 Grade Teacher




BEST PRACTICES

BESTPRACTICES | g ONGOING ACTIVITIES p %

g :
¢ Marzanons Six S-I-ep process ¥ INTERACTIVE WORD WALL (as menticned in best practices) I IC - I d‘ ™ I Oe

For Teaching Vocabulary ;"O”:k*:i ONGOING ACTIVITIES 550

|. Provide a description, explanation, or example of the new term * lLeavero WOK@ ‘ Onn@c-lbm
(Tella story that integrates the fermor show a picture of the term) e Create n DIFFERENTIATE FOR STYLES OF LEARNING Write a short S+Oy‘y C

vooabula 11® "Warm up” the students by discussing a topic the words using all of the fe
2. Ask students o resfate the description, explanation, o\r example in T fall under when applicable (for example, if the book is S T—
their own words. (Correct misunderstandings)
Tha viare about bats.. ask, “What do you know about bats?” Show from the week. Ve
3. Ask students to construct a picture, symbol, or graphic represerting | the vocdbulary words and allow them o share what they
I the word. (Draw your own example, foc) ‘ Il MARZANO'S know about how the words relate to bats.
H. Engage students periodically in ¢ \

“~° " OPEN-ENDED SUGGESTIONS AND ACTIVITIES /~
— TO CONTINUE VOCABULARY PRACTICE ,

el \
i . (o] ] celC [ \
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TNICTEL e The independent activities could go in a center, or use the | el S / \
adverb..) ' __ from the week. ¢ /

. multiple intelligences tic-tac-toe board. (Suggestion: give | \

Use the word wit . l
graph paper for the crossword- it comes out cleaner!)

Ll U  p————

* Create TWO setfs of each of the word cards included for |

each mentor text: one for the wall and one for the cenfersg

(some of the activities include using the word cards).

-explain in your own Words:

Ny




ACH SET INCLUDES:

___________________________

___________________________

N e ANSWER KEY Date: g N e ANSWER KEY Date:
| WHAT DO YOU THINKp ~ SHOW WHAT YOUKNOW
{Use the fext and picture cluss to help you & words 4| |E

WORD PART OF SPEECH BOOK CLUES YORDEFINITION : ! Why would someone use o phonograph?
: Tt hasn't ! : : to play/listen to music
listless adjective v
: it ing?

“What Do You Think?»

ncing c. laughing

Phonograph ] page for context e

ds | GPPIiCQhOh th hout headiights.
: - senseless adjective . o vote

"SI’\OW \/\”"\G'I' YOU Know" e orff 6l of @ fruck.

descends s page -I- o For‘m G'hV e |EJ Tyt e g

___________________________

assess s+uden+s terested c. loud

- racket 5
d she go ___up or _¥_down the ladder?

lllll av
6 Which of the followingmakes a racket?
: They were : )
© romping verb twirling and dancing a. sleeping babie 'i_E.:HI"GGS falling c. fish swimming
: rayin : :
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WAT DID THEY SAY?

soedbulary words

ot could they say?

number of the meaning for each

MULTIPLE MEANIN|

ds have different meanings based on how they ar] -

sentence using |-

ih

wn) extreme enjoyment

wn) @ sauce made from pickles
rb) enjoy and appreciate

ole
rb) comFortata time of grief

'm

) A Fraditianal i AL hahaving

un) a set of controls for electronic eq|:

ACH SET INCLUDES

*Wivid verbs are more exciting versions of boring verbs Mal|:

ANALOGIES

;J \nalogies show relationships betwesn fwe words

Think of how] -

thread : spool:: cable:

onsolod 'H'\G IOHG\Y 5‘|‘uden‘|’ O+ |um-

ple chocolate ice eream sundae |:

PRINT & DIGITAL ACTIVITIES TO DEMONSTRATE
UNDERSTANDING AND-APPLY-MEANING IN CONTEXT ===~

(ACTIVITIES FOR EACHBOOK VARY)

U yourm OwWin dndiogics uasling v -

: 3 6.Each featherrepresents someor|:

H$2

VIVID VERBS |

:of aword, and there are prefixes

: approved of presented e :
:are relofed on one side fo solve the other side of the andlegy. |:
Example-seed - apple - - pit - avecado  Seedis fi get stands for contint
(A seed'is found in an agpple and a pitis fo sTayed wanted to give sef

‘root words:

l. He dedicated every Saturday to o

: despicable mest likely means:

5 Mamma was tirelessin her efforts to pull the weeds.

- tireless most likely means

UNDERSTANDING WORD PARTS

\Words can be classified info three parts. There are roct words, which is the base

(added to the beginning of arect word) and
(added to the end of a root word).

suffixes

phon : sound
reck : care
sym : fogether
N
hout

crease : grow
spic : look

determine the meaning of these words:

playing in the symphony.

ole to speed while driving.

LI Bethany’s behavior was despicable and she was punished.

...............................................................................




PICTURE BOOKS AS MENTOR TEXTS

IN THE UPPER GRADES

/ \ Why use picture books in the upper grades?
Love this resource. I L1 Interest and Engagemenit

LI Expose Students To More Vivid Language
QQ Teach Mulﬁple Mini-Lessons
QQ InfegraTe Content (Science, Social Studies, & Maﬂ\)

compliment the books [ 11 Immerse Students In More Genres

have been s|ouu|g cdding
pic’rure books to my
lessons and this was the
per]cec’r resource to

I dlready hadi
dreaeghadin™y Don't own all the books? Most of the menfor texts usedin the

classroom. Thank you!
lessons are p0pu|ar books that can be found in your media
cenJrer, local |i|3rary. or even a fellow teacher's classroom!

Michelle S., 4™ Grade Teacher




HE SCIENCE OF READIN

Mumsensory Leamlng- The illustrations act
as visual aids, supplementing the fextual
information. This helps learners form mental
images of new vocabulary, strengthening
memory and recall.

Conttextual Clues: When we encouriter

unfamiliar words in real life, we offen rely
on the surrounding text to infer their
meanings. leaching vocabulary using
pic’fure books inherent |y embeds this
strafegy. providing authentic examples of
how new words are used in senfences and
larger narratives.

Engagement and Mottvation:

Picture books often contain

Teaching vocabulary in context

'Fr‘om Pic‘l'ure books aligns We" engaging narrafives and visually

appealing art. These elemerits

WI.H'\ 'H'\e science O'F reading! can mofivafe students fo read,

promofing a positive reading

attitude. The more students

Fluency:Regular exposure to written language and various read, the more exposure they
synfactic strucfures via picture books can support have fo a rich array of
reading Fluency. This, in turn, frees up cogniJrive resources vocabulary. thus improving
for comprehension and vocabulary acquisition. their overalllanguage skills.

In'l'eg‘a'l'hg Knowledge= When children see new vocabulary words in the context of a sfory, ﬂ'\ey’re
not just learning fo recognize and pronounce these words. They're also connecting them with cther
concepls, themes, and ideas in the fext. This fosters deeper, more integrated knowledge.



UY THE BUNDLE & SAVE!

The ENTIRE Just the Basics Curriculum bundle includes

all 40 weeks of contextual vocabulary activities

ORI SO

140 WEEKS OF ME il

AND" = for every book, you’|| also geJr:
mentor senfence lessons
inferactive grammar activities
reading organizers perfect for gradual release lessons
themed writing prompts

Civerlth el



https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Yearlong-Mentor-Text-Curriculum-Bundle-JUST-THE-BASICS-for-Grades-3-5-3596872
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Yearlong-Mentor-Text-Curriculum-Bundle-JUST-THE-BASICS-for-Grades-3-5-3596872
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