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BEST PRACTICES

Vocabulary must be taught in confext for

Thisis a grecﬁ addition to

H'\e men+or sen+ences!

studenfs to truly understand the words and

The activities are engaging

build rela’fionships with them, and then in turn

and appropria+e.
My students look forward use -I-hem in Wl"i.hng and sPeaking. MOVQ away

to |earning the new words
each week and finding

from lists of vocabulary words and |ooking up

them in the mentor text.
% definitions, and Teach students how to
comprehencl with this best prach ice resourcel

Carrie M., 3 Grade Teacher




BEST PRACTICES

BESTPRACTICES | g ONGOING ACTIVITIES p %
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¢ Marzanons Six S-I-ep process ¥ INTERACTIVE WORD WALL (as menticned in best practices) I IC - I d‘ ™ I Oe

For Teaching Vocabulary ;"O”:k*:i ONGOING ACTIVITIES 550
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(Tella story that integrates the fermor show a picture of the term) e Create n DIFFERENTIATE FOR STYLES OF LEARNING Write a short S+Oy‘y C
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their own words. (Correct misunderstandings)
Tha viare about bats.. ask, “What do you know about bats?” Show from the week. Ve
3. Ask students to construct a picture, symbol, or graphic represerting | the vocdbulary words and allow them o share what they
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VIVID VERBS
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MULTIPLE MEANING|

:Imagine these pecple are specking using the vecdbulary we| !

- Narme:

hitch
I (noun)a temporaryproblem

3. (verb) move into a new position with a pull
Ilm

verb) walk with dif ficulty
2 (noun) steps slowed down, usually by injury

“Sorne words have different meanings based on how they are ul!

-Circle the number of the meaning for eoch senfence using the |-

2 (noun) a device used to attach one thing fo a|:

ACH SET INCLUDES

WHAT DID THEY SAY?

- (ACTIVITIES FOR EACHBOOK VARY)

y mutteredsoftly.

Thomos limped with his new cast. | 2

Mari's snow boots were heavy, so she shuffled th

Travis connected the work trailer fo the hiteh on _

= ORINT & DIGITAL ACTIVITIES TO DEMONSTRATE
= . UNDERSTANDING AND APPLY MEANING IN CONTEXT

Narme: Date:
:Solve the puzzle by filling in the correct vocabulary words
smeared glaring shickered
tremble hesitated muttered
6
1 ACROSS

Il Thedogsat .
......... at the cat :
through the fence. :

—{ 2. Oliver _________ an
apology under his
breath.

3. Pap@ ... :
peanut butterona :
slice of bread. :

[—
} DOWN
4. Her handsbeganto ... from the cold.
5 5. Marnilifted the fork to her mouthand _________ at the bad smell.
6 Wesley _________ at 1'he silly pictures in the book.




PICTURE BOOKS AS MENTOR TEXTS

IN THE UPPER GRADES

/ \ Why use picture books in the upper grades?
Love this resource. I L1 Interest and Engagemenit

LI Expose Students To More Vivid Language
QQ Teach Mulﬁple Mini-Lessons
QQ In’fegra’fe Content (Science. Social Studies, & Maﬂ\)

compliment the books [ 11 Immerse Students In More Genres

have been s|ouu|g cdding
pic+ure books to my
lessons and this was the
perfec+resource+o

I dlready hadi
dreaeghadin™y Don't own all the books? Most of the menfor texts usedin the

classroom. Thank gou!
lessons are p0pu|ar books that can be found in your media
cenJrer, local |i|3rary. or even a fellow teacher's classroom!

Michelle S.. 4™ Grade Teacher




HE SCIENCE OF READIN

Mumsensory Leamlng- The illustrations act
as visual aids, supplementing the fextual
information. This helps learners form mental
images of new vocabulary, strengthening
memory and recall.

Corttextual Clues: When we encounter

unfamiliar words in real life, we offen rely
on the surrounding text to infer their
meanings. Teaching vocabulary using
pic’fure books inherenﬂy embeds this
strafegy. providing authentic examples of
how new words are used in senfences and
larger narratives.

Engagemenit and Motivation:

Picture books often contain

Teaching vocabulary in context

'Fr‘om Pic'l'ure books aligns We" engaging narratives and visually

appealing art. These elemerits

WI'H'\ 'H’]e science ()'F r‘eadingl can mofivafe students fo read,

promofing a positive reading

attitude. The more students

Fluency‘ Regular exposure fo written language and read, the more exposure they
various synfactic structures via picfure books can have fo a rich array of
supporJr reacling Huency. This, in turn, frees up cogniJrive vocabulary. thus improving
resources for comprehension and vocabulary acquisition. their overall language skils.

In'l'eg‘a'l'hg Knowledge= When children see new vocabulary words in the context of a sfory, ﬂ'\ey’re
not just learning fo recognize and pronounce these words. They're also connecting them with cther
concepls, themes, and ideas in the fext. This fosters deeper, more integrated knowledge.



UY THE BUNDLE & SAV

CURRICULUM BUNDLE The ENTIRE Volume 2 Curriculum bundle includes

M all 40 weeks of confextual vocabulary activities
"‘|5 WEEKS OF NENTOR TEXT UNITS | v y

AND- = for every book, you'll also get:
mentor senfence lessons
inferactive grammar activities

.......

reading organizers perfec’r for graclual release lessons

ﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ

= themed writing prompfs
- \IATTME PLUS,5BONUS WEEKS OF NEW UNITS!
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finally slept, ey
~8ofia Valdez, Fy o |
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https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Yearlong-Mentor-Text-Grammar-Reading-Curriculum-Bundle-Volume-2-Grades-3-5-3597007
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Yearlong-Mentor-Text-Grammar-Reading-Curriculum-Bundle-Volume-2-Grades-3-5-3597007
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