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BEST PRACTICES

Vocabulary must be taught in confext for

Thisis a grecﬁ addition to

H'\e men+or sen+ences!
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The activities are engaging
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Carrie M., 3 Grade Teacher
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ds have different meanings based on how they ar] -
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wn) @ sauce made from pickles
rb) enjoy and appreciate
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*Wivid verbs are more exciting versions of boring verbs Mal|:

ANALOGIES

;J \nalogies show relationships betwesn fwe words
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VIVID VERBS |
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Example-seed - apple - - pit - avecado  Seedis fi get stands for contint
(A seed'is found in an agpple and a pitis fo sTayed wanted to give sef

‘root words:

l. He dedicated every Saturday to o

: despicable mest likely means:

5 Mamma was tirelessin her efforts to pull the weeds.

- tireless most likely means

...................................................................................

UNDERSTANDING WORD PARTS

\Words can be classified info three parts. There are roct words, which is the base

(added to the beginning of arect word) and
(added to the end of a root word).

suffixes

phon : sound
reck : care
sym : fogether
N
hout

crease : grow
spic : look

determine the meaning of these words:

playing in the symphony.

ole to speed while driving.

LI Bethany’s behavior was despicable and she was punished.




PICTURE BOOKS AS MENTOR TEXTS

IN THE UPPER GRADES

Just the Basics, Unit 1 Book List
DO Un+0 O++ers by Lqurie Ke"er
Mr. PeQbOdy'S Apples by Modonnq

The Adventures of Spider= How Spider Got a Thin Waist
bg Jogce Cooper Arkhurst

The Keeping Quilt bg PatriciaPolacco

Mg Rotten Redheaded Older Brother bg PatriciaPolacco

Dear Juno by Soyung Pak
Fireboat by MairaKalman
Saturdays and Teacakes by Lester Laminack
Come On, Rainl by Karen Hesse

When Ligh’rning Comesina Jar bg PatriciaPolacco

Why use picture books in the upper grades?

L Interest and Engagemen’f
LI Expose Studerits To More Vivid Language
QQ Teach Mulfiple Mini-Lessons
QQ In’fegra’fe Content (Science. Social Studies, & Ma’rh)
L) Immerse Students In More Genres

Don't own all the books? Most of the mentor texts used in the

lessons are p0pu|ar books that can be found in your media
cenTer, local |i|>rary. or even a fellow teacher's classroom!




HE SCIENCE OF READIN

Mumsensory Leamlng- The illustrations act
as visual aids, supplementing the fextual
information. This helps learners form mental
images of new vocabulary, strengthening
memory and recall.

Corttextual Clues: When we encounter

unfamiliar words in real life, we offen rely
on the surrounding text to infer their
meanings. Teaching vocabulary using
pic’fure books inherenﬂy embeds this
strafegy. providing authentic examples of
how new words are used in senfences and
larger narratives.

Engagemenit and Motivation:

Picture books often contain

Teaching vocabulary in context

'Fr‘om Pic'l'ure books aligns We" engaging narratives and visually

appealing art. These elemerits

WI'H'\ 'H’]e science ()'F r‘eadingl can mofivafe students fo read,

promofing a positive reading

attitude. The more students

Fluency:Regular exposure to written language and various read, the more exposure they
synfactic strucfures via picture books can support have fo a rich array of
reading Fluency. This, in turn, frees up cogniJrive resources vocabulary. thus improving
for comprehension and vocabulary acquisition. their overalllanguage skils.

In'l'eg‘a'l'hg Knowledge= When children see new vocabulary words in the context of a s’fory, Jrhey’re

not just learning fo recognize and pronounce these words. They're also connecting them with other
concepls, themes, and ideas in the fext. This fosters deeper, more integrated knowledge.



UY THE BUNDLE & SAVE!

CABULARY

RK

The bundle includes 40 weeks of contextual vocabulary

IVID VO
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( s Qad in My classroom. Thank gou!

Michelle S., 4t Grade Teacher


https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Vocabulary-BUNDLE-for-Just-the-Basics-grades-3-5-3593937
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Vocabulary-BUNDLE-for-Just-the-Basics-grades-3-5-3593937
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