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BEST PRACTICES

Vocabulary must be taught in confext for

Thisis a grec+ addition to

H'\e men+or sen+ences!

studenfs to truly understand the words and

The activities are engaging

build rela’fionships with them, and then in turn

and qppropric+e.
My students look forward use them in wrifing and speaking. Move away

to |eqrning the new words
each week and finding

from lists of vocabulary words and |ooking up

them in the mentor text.
% definitions, and Teach students how to
comprehencl with this best prach ice resourcel

Carrie M., 3 Grade Teacher




BEST PRACTICES
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|. Provide a description, explanation, or example of the new term * lLeavero WOK@ ‘ Onn@c-lbm
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VIVID VERBS

squish
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WORD ASSOCIATIC

* Associate the vocobulory words with the events, and explai| -

speck
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PRINT & DIGITAL ACTIVITIES TO DEMONSTRATE
UNDERSTANDING AND APPLY MEANING IN CONTEXT

(ACTIVITIES FOREACHBOOK VARY)

......... from flower |

Ashley blocked the ball from going info the goal
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killing it.

MULTIPLE MEANINGS

ce using the definitions below.

block

[ (noun) a piece of hard material with fiat sides
2 (poun) area contained inside of Four streets
3. (verb) make movementimpossible

pit
L (noun) a hole in the ground

cter trunk is removed ‘
rk out / :
fower | 2 3

umped | 2

rthe pit. | 2

ump, smelling for ants. | 2

I 2 3

The boys fossed rocksinto the pit at the base of the hill | 2

Kia sold Girl Scout Cockies to the neighborson herblock | 2 3




PICTURE BOOKS AS MENTOR TEXTS

IN THE UPPER GRADES

Just the Basics, Unit 2 Book List \A/hy use picture books in the upper gracles?
Roller Coaster bg MarlaFrazee % In.l.eres.l. and Engagemen.l.
Over and Under the Snow bg Kate Messner
e Tree Normed Steve by Alen Zossbe LI Expose Studerits To More Vivid Language
Martin's Big Words bg Doreen qupqpor"r % TeaCh MUHiPIe Mini_l—essons
Titanicat by Marty Crisp QQ In’fegra’fe Corttent (Science, Social Studies, & Math)
Cherries and Cherry Pits by VeraB. William
° I ° [ 11 Immerse Students In More Genres
In Mg Momma's Kitchen bg Jerdine Nolen
Hey Lifle Anflby Philp I Hoose Don't own all the books? Most of the menfor texts used in the

Verdiby Janell Cannon
’ lessons are p0pu|ar books that can be found in your media

The Snow Globe chi|g bg Jane O'Connor

cenfer, IOCBI |ibrary, or evena 'FQ"OW Jreacher’s classroom!




HE SCIENCE OF READIN

Mumsensory Leamlng- The illustrations act
as visual aids, supplementing the fextual
information. This helps learners form mental
images of new vocabulary, strengthening
memory and recall.

Conttextual Clues: When we encouriter

unfamiliar words in real life, we offen rely
on the surrounding text to infer their
meanings. leaching vocabulary using
pic’fure books inherent |y embeds this
strafegy. providing authentic examples of
how new words are used in senfences and
larger narratives.

Engagemenit and Motivation:

Picture books often contain

Teaching vocabulary in context

'Fr‘om Pic‘l'ure books aligns We" engaging narratives and visually

appealing art. These elemerits

WI.H'\ 'H'\e science O'F reading! can mofivafe students fo read,

promofing a positive reading

attitude. The more students

Fluency:Regular exposure to written language and various read, the more exposure they
synfactic strucfures via picture books can support have fo a rich array of
reading Fluency. This, in turn, frees up cogniJrive resources vocabulary. thus improving
for comprehension and vocabulary acquisition. their overalllanguage skils.

In'l'eg‘a'l'hg Knowledge= When children see new vocabulary words in the context of a sfory, ﬂ'\ey’re
not just learning fo recognize and pronounce these words. They're also connecting them with cther
concepls, themes, and ideas in the fext. This fosters deeper, more integrated knowledge.



UY THE BUNDLE & SAVE!

CABULARY

RK

The bundle includes 40 weeks of contextual vocabulary

IVID VO
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perfect resource to
comp|imemL the books I c|recdg

( s Qad in My classroom. Thank gou!

Michelle S., 4t Grade Teacher


https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Vocabulary-BUNDLE-for-Just-the-Basics-grades-3-5-3593937
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Vocabulary-BUNDLE-for-Just-the-Basics-grades-3-5-3593937
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