
Throw out the word lists and 
teach vocabulary in context 
using your favorite books!



Vocabulary must be taught in context for 
students to truly understand the words and 
build relationships with them, and then in turn 
use them in writing and speaking. Move away 

from lists of vocabulary words and looking up 
definitions, and teach students how to 

comprehend with this best practice resource!

This is a great addition to 
the mentor sentences! 

The activities are engaging 
and appropriate. 

My students look forward 
to learning the new words 

each week and finding 
them in the mentor text. 

Carrie M., 3rd Grade Teacher



OPEN-ENDED SUGGESTIONS AND ACTIVITIES 
TO CONTINUE VOCABULARY PRACTICE



WORD CARDS 
FOR 

DISPLAY

“What Do You Think?” 
page for context 

application and 
“Show What You Know” 

page to formatively 
assess students



PRINT & DIGITAL ACTIVITIES TO DEMONSTRATE 
UNDERSTANDING AND APPLY MEANING IN CONTEXT

(ACTIVITIES FOR EACH BOOK VARY)



Why use picture books in the upper grades?
📚📚Interest and Engagement

📚📚Expose Students To More Vivid Language
📚📚Teach Multiple Mini-Lessons

📚📚Integrate Content (Science, Social Studies, & Math)
📚📚Immerse Students In More Genres

Don’t own all the books?  Most of the mentor texts used in the 
lessons are popular books that can be found in your media 
center, local library, or even a fellow teacher’s classroom!

Just the Basics, Unit 4   Book List

My School’s a Zoo! by Stu Smith

The Boy Who Loved Words by Roni Schotter

Each Kindness by Jacqueline Woodson

Spaghetti in a Hot Dog Bun by Maria Dismondy

True Story of the Three Little Pigs by Jon Scieszka

I Wanna Iguana by Karen Kaufman Orloff

Postcards from Pluto by Loreen Leedy

Why Mosquitoes Buzz in People’s Ears by Verna Aardema

Last Stop on Market Street by Matt de la Pena

Chicken Sunday by Patricia Polacco



Teaching vocabulary in context 
from picture books aligns well 

with the science of reading!

Engagement and Motivation: 
Picture books often contain 
engaging narratives and visually 
appealing art. These elements 
can motivate students to read, 
promoting a positive reading 
attitude. The more students 
read, the more exposure they 
have to a rich array of 
vocabulary, thus improving 
their overall language skills.

Integrating Knowledge: When children see new vocabulary words in the context of a story, they're 
not just learning to recognize and pronounce these words. They're also connecting them with other 
concepts, themes, and ideas in the text. This fosters deeper, more integrated knowledge.

Contextual Clues: When we encounter 
unfamiliar words in real life, we often rely 
on the surrounding text to infer their 
meanings. Teaching vocabulary using 
picture books inherently embeds this 
strategy, providing authentic examples of 
how new words are used in sentences and 
larger narratives.

Multisensory Learning: The illustrations act 
as visual aids, supplementing the textual 
information. This helps learners form mental 
images of new vocabulary, strengthening 
memory and recall.

Fluency: Regular exposure to written language and various 
syntactic structures via picture books can support 
reading fluency. This, in turn, frees up cognitive resources 
for comprehension and vocabulary acquisition.



The bundle includes 40 weeks of contextual vocabulary 
work-- more than a year at your fingertips!

Love this resource. I have been 
slowly adding picture books to 
my lessons and this was the 
perfect resource to 
compliment the books I already 
had in my classroom. Thank you!

Michelle S., 4th Grade Teacher

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Vocabulary-BUNDLE-for-Just-the-Basics-grades-3-5-3593937
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Vocabulary-BUNDLE-for-Just-the-Basics-grades-3-5-3593937
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