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BEST PRACTICES

Vocabulary must be taught in confext for

Thisis a grec+ addition to

H'\e men+or sen+ences!
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The activities are engaging
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and qppropric+e.
My students look forward use them in wrifing and speaking. Move away

to |eqrning the new words
each week and finding
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them in the mentor text.
% definitions, and Teach students how to
comprehencl with this best prac’fice resourcel

Carrie M., 3 Grade Teacher




BEST PRACTICES
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ACH SET INCLUDES
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PICTURE BOOKS AS MENTOR TEXTS

IN THE UPPER GRADES

Volume 2, Unit1 Book List

The Golden Rule by Ilene Cooper
The Name Jar bg YangsookCl'\oi

SpcgheHi in a Hot Dog Bun by Maria Dismondg
When Ligl'\’rning Comesina Jar bg Patricia Polacco
Fireﬂg Mountain bg Patricia Thomas

H Cows For America bg Carmen Agrc Deedg
Those Shoes bg Maribeth Boelts

The Memor‘g S+ring bg Eve Bun+ing

The Adventures of Spider= How Spider Got a Thin Waist
by Jogce Cooper Arkhurst

The Spider and the F|y bg Mcr‘g Howitt

Why use picture books in the upper grades?

L Interest and Engagemen’f
LI Expose Studerits To More Vivid Language
QQ Teach Mulfiple Mini-Lessons
QQ Infegra]Le Content (Science, Social Studies, & Ma’rh)
L) Immerse Students In More Genres

Don't own all the books? Most of the mentor texts used in the

lessons are p0pu|ar books that can be found in your media
cenTer, local |i|>rary. or even a fellow teacher's classroom!




HE SCIENCE OF READIN

Mumsensory Learnlng- The illustrations act
as visual aids, supplementing the fextual
information. This helps learners form mental
images of new vocabulary, strengthening
memory and recall.

Conttextual Clues: When we encouriter

unfamiliar words in real life, we offen rely
on the surrounding text to infer their
meanings. leaching vocabulary using
pic’fure books inherent |y embeds this
strafegy. providing authentic examples of
how new words are used in senfences and
larger narratives.

Engagement and Motivation:

Picture books often contain

Teaching vocabulary in context

'Fr‘om Pic‘l'ure books aligns We" engaging narrafives and visually

appealing art. These elemerits

WI.H'\ 'H'\e science O'F reading! can mofivafe students fo read,

promofing a positive reading

attitude. The more students

Fluency:Regular exposure to written language and various read, the more exposure they
synfactic strucfures via picture books can support have fo a rich array of
reading Fluency. This, in turn, frees up cogniJrive resources vocabulary. thus improving
for comprehension and vocabulary acquisition. their overalllanguage skills.

In'l'eg'a'l'hg Knowledge= When children see new vocabulary words in the context of a sfory, ﬂ'\ey’re
not just learning fo recognize and pronounce these words. They're also connecting them with cther
concepls, themes, and ideas in the fext. This fosters deeper, more integrated knowledge.



UY THE BUNDLE & SAVE!

VIVID VOCABULARY

4O WEEKS OF CON'{EXTU\QL\/MORK

The bundle includes 40 weeks of contextual vocabulary

work—— more than a year al your Finger’fips!
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Michelle S., 4t Grade Teacher


https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Vocabulary-BUNDLE-for-Volume-2-grades-3-5-3307820
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Vocabulary-BUNDLE-for-Volume-2-grades-3-5-3307820
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