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BEST PRACTICES

Vocabulary must be taught in confext for

Thisis a grec+ addition to

H'\e men+or sen+ences!
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The activities are engaging
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Carrie M., 3 Grade Teacher
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PICTURE BOOKS AS MENTOR TEXTS

IN THE UPPER GRADES

Volume 3, Unit 2 Book List

The Emp’rg Pot bg Demi

Why use picture books in the upper grades?
% Inferesf and EngagemenJr
Thank You, Sarah bg Laura Halse Anderson % EXPOSG S.I-UCIen.I-S TO More ViViCI Language
A Wish To Be A Christmas Tree bg Colleen Monroe % TeaCh MUHIiPIe Mini_Lessons

The Legend of the Poinsettia bg Tomie dePaola % In'l'egl‘a'l'e Con.l.enll. (SCience, SOCiaI S'I'UCIieS. 8 Ma-l.h)

Too Many Tamales by Gary Soto QQ Immerse SJruclen’rs In More Genres

EachKindness by chqueline Woodson

\/\/hg Mosqui’roes Buzz In People‘s Ears bg Verna Aardema

Don't own all the books? Most of the mentor texts used in the

Over ond Under H’\e SI'\OW by Kc1+e Messner
Cherries and Cherry Pits by VeraB. Williams lessons are p0pu|ar books that can be found in your media

The Pain and fhe Great One by Judy Blume cenfer, local library, or even a fellow teacher's classroom!




HE SCIENCE OF READIN

Mumsensory Leamlng- The illustrations act
as visual aids, supplementing the fextual
information. This helps learners form mental
images of new vocabulary, strengthening
memory and recall.

Conttextual Clues: When we encouriter

unfamiliar words in real life, we offen rely
on the surrounding text to infer their
meanings. leaching vocabulary using
pic’fure books inherent |y embeds this
strafegy. providing authentic examples of
how new words are used in senfences and
larger narratives.

Engagement and Mottvation:

Picture books often contain

Teaching vocabulary in context

'Fr‘om Pic‘l'ure books aligns We" engaging narrafives and visually

appealing art. These elemerits

WI.H'\ 'H'\e science O'F reading! can mofivafe students fo read,

promofing a positive reading

attitude. The more students

Fluency:Regular exposure to written language and various read, the more exposure they
synfactic strucfures via picture books can support have fo a rich array of
reading Fluency. This, in turn, frees up cogniJrive resources vocabulary. thus improving
for comprehension and vocabulary acquisition. their overalllanguage skills.

In'l'eg‘a'l'hg Knowledge= When children see new vocabulary words in the context of a sfory, ﬂ'\ey’re
not just learning fo recognize and pronounce these words. They're also connecting them with cther
concepls, themes, and ideas in the fext. This fosters deeper, more integrated knowledge.



UY THE BUNDLE & SAVE!

TVID VOCABULARY

0 WEEKS OF CONTEXTUAL \I\IORKW

The bundle includes 40 weeks of conttextual vocabulary

work—— more than a year af your Finger’fips!

g

ove H"\iS resource. I |’\CIV€ been

slouulg adding pic’rur‘e books to

my lessons and this was the

per‘Fec:’r resource +O complimen+

the books I c|recdg hadin my

@ chssr‘oom. TI"\CII'\I( HOUI

Michelle S., 4t Grade Teacher



https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Vocabulary-BUNDLE-for-Volume-3-grades-3-5-3307838
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Vocabulary-BUNDLE-for-Volume-3-grades-3-5-3307838
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