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Using mentor texts is one of the best ways to maximize your 
teaching time. You are able to teach multiple skills, subjects, 
and topics with just one book!

You will notice that this unit aligns in best practices with my 
other resources, so it can easily be incorporated into your 
plans without breaking stride. 

With the monthly mentor text club, 
you’ll get a unit just like this one every 

month during the 2019-2020 school year 
for less than $3 a month!

You’ll also get exclusive opportunities like giveaways of the 
book used for the lessons, surveys to provide input on what 
books and skills you’d like to see incorporated, and immediate 
email notifications when each new unit is available. Plus, a 
bonus lesson is coming soon that won’t be available 
anywhere else!

JOIN THE CLUB
If you purchased this as an individual unit, it’s not too late to join the club! 
Purchase the club membership bundle, then email me the receipts for your 
individual purchase and the bundle purchase at ideasbyjivey@gmail.com. 
I will happily refund you the price you paid for the individual unit! 

Happy reading!  -Jivey

Monthly Mentor Text Club

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/MENTOR-TEXT-CLUB-by-jivey-for-Grades-3-5-bundle-4742264
mailto:ideasbyjivey@gmail.com
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READING GRAMMAR WRITING
da

yo
ne

Read Balloons Over 
Broadway for enjoyment. 
Identify the chronology text 
structure and put events 
from the book in sequence.

Show students the mentor 
sentence. Discuss the great 
things they notice about the 
sentence, emphasizing vivid 
verbs. 

Analyze primary sources –
newspaper advertisements 
of the Macy’s parade. 
Identity language that gets 
people excited about the 
parade. 

da
y t

w
o

Students will compare and 
contrast what they learned 
from Balloons Over 
Broadway to a short video 
about the early days of the 
Macy’s Parade.

Students identify the 
functions of the words in the 
sentence. Use the interactive 
activity to teach/review 
focus skill of vivid verbs.

Students will design their 
own balloon and newspaper 
advertisement. 

da
y t

hr
ee

Students will describe the 
causes and effects found in 
a text using a graphic 
organizer. 

Discuss how the sentence 
could be revised. Work to 
revise together, or allow 
students to revise the 
sentence and share.

Students will analyze 
primary source photos from 
old Macy’s Parades. They will 
choose one photo and imagine 
being a part of the picture, 
then write about the event in 
first person point of view.

da
y f

ou
r

Students will describe the 
problems and solutions found 
in a text using a graphic 
organizer. 

Discuss how the sentence 
can be imitated. Share the 
example and note the 
differences. Students should 
imitate the sentence and 
share. 

da
y f

iv
e

Students will identify the 
text structure of four 
different short passages.

Practice focus skill more with 
“Editing Assessment” (or use 
the page as a “quiz”).

Students will write a 
compare and contrast 
constructed response using 
images and information 
about two Macy’s balloons. 
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Balloons Over Broadway by Melissa Sweet

PREVIEW

PREVIEW

PREVIEW



MENTOR SENTENCE
Core Anchor Standards: L.1, L.2, L.3, L.5, W.5 Duration: 15 MINUTES DAILY

Objectives: Students will notice grammar and conventions, revise, and imitate a mentor 
sentence, and apply to their own writing.

Materials Needed: 
Mentor Text (Balloons Over Broadway)
Mentor Sentence Lesson
Student Notebooks

Actions: Each day, students will work with a mentor sentence in a different way in their 
notebook. Discussion is where the learning happens- this should not be center or independent 
work! Students will notice what is RIGHT about a sentence (rather than looking at a sentence 
full of mistakes) to apply what they see to their own writing. 

Day 1: Students should share what they notice about the sentence that makes it an excellent 
sentence – don’t worry if they don’t notice all the things I have listed, but point out the vivid 
verbs if they don’t since this is the focus. (For example, if they haven’t learned about 
prepositional phrases, you don’t need to cover it just because it’s on the list.)

Day 2: Students should identify the functions of the words in the sentence- how do the 
words help the reader understand what the author is communicating? Especially focus on 
the functions of the vivid verbs in the sentence, but don’t worry if they can’t label every 
single word in the sentence. 

Day 3: Students will revise the mentor sentence by adding or changing words without 
changing the meaning of the sentence. 

Day 4: Students will imitate the mentor sentence by keeping the style and structure but 
writing about what they would like to write about. Be sure to share the example first and 
allow the students to notice what is the same/different from the original. 

Day 5: Students will show what they have learned with an editing assessment.

© jivey 2019

If you are new to using mentor sentences, I encourage 
you to visit my website to read and watch videos on 

the implementation, and how to easily get started with 
them: MASTER MENTOR SENTENCES

5
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https://www.ideasbyjivey.com/master-mentor-sentences/mentor-sentences-for-3-5/
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TEXT STRUCTURE: MENTOR TEXT
Core Anchor Standards: RI.1, RI.3, RI.5 Duration: 45 MINUTES

Objective: Students will explain events from the text in chronological order.

Materials Needed: 
Balloons Over Broadway by Melissa Sweet
Text Structures Poster
Sequencing Event Cards (large set for class use, or copies of smaller sets for groups) 

Actions: Read Balloons Over Broadway for enjoyment to the students. 

After reading the book, read each explanation of the text structures from the poster. 
Discuss with students how the structure should describe the text as a whole, not just 
parts of it. So, for example, even though Tony faced some problems in the book and 
figured out how to solve the problems, the book as a whole wasn’t about how to solve 
problems that occur during parades. And although we now know the reason we have a 
Macy’s Parade with large balloons, cause and effect was not the overall structure of 
the entire book. Students should recognize that the structure of this book was 
chronology because it was the story of Tony Sarg growing up to make marionettes, 
then puppets, then using his expertise to create the balloons for the Macy’s Parade. 

Reinforce the chronology structure by having students retell the story of Tony Sarg’s
life in sequence. You could have students get into pairs or small groups to order the 
event cards, or order the event cards together as a class. 

© jivey 20197
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Text Structures
Sequence/Chronology

Events are in order, organized from 
beginning to end with references to time

Compare & Contrast
Similarities and differences of two or 

more things or people are shared

Cause & Effect
Events are described with the reasons 

(causes) for why they happened 

Problem & Solution
A problem is introduced with one or more 

ways to solve the problem

Ask yourself…

Ask yourself…

Ask yourself…

Ask yourself…
What happened in an 
organized order?

Who or what is 
being compared?

What happened and 
why did it happen?

What is the problem 
and how can it be 
solved?

8
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The crowd loved 
Tony’s creatures 
in the parade, but 
only the first few 

rows could see.

Tony asked the 
company in Ohio 
to make the next 
balloons out of 
rubberized silk. 

Tony ordered 
the new balloons 
to be filled with 
air and helium to 
help them float. 

Tony’s upside-
down marionette 
balloons were high 
enough for all of 
the crowd to see. 

Shoppers loved 
Tony’s magical 

marionettes that 
danced in the 

windows at Macy’s. 

Tony was hired 
by Macy’s to help 
put on the first 
parade for their 

employees.

Macy’s asked Tony 
to help replace the 

real “scary” 
animals for the 
next parade. 

Tony asked a 
company in Ohio to 
make his puppets 
out of rubber. 

Tony first made 
marionettes 

when he was only 
six years old. 

Tony moved to 
London as an 

adult and made 
his marionettes 

even more lifelike.

Tony moved to New 
York City, where 
his marionettes 
performed on 

Broadway. 

Macy’s department 
store asked 

Tony to design a 
puppet parade in 
their windows.

Cut apart the events and place them in the correct sequence of Balloons Over Broadway.

1

2
3

4
6

5
7

89

10
11

12
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ANALYZING A PRIMARY SOURCE
Core Anchor Standards: RI.6, W.9, L.3 Duration: 30 MINUTES

Objective: Students will analyze the language used to entice parade-goers in primary 
source newspaper advertisements. 

Materials Needed: 
Newspaper Advertisements
Noticing Language Activity (run front/back to use for each article)

Actions: Pass out the two newspaper advertisements with students, talking with them 
about how these were actually in the newspapers in 1933 and 1962. Define a primary 
source as an original record of historical events, and that these are primary sources of 
the Macy’s Parade. 

Read over them and look closely at the language they used, the variation of sentences, 
the type of font and size of certain words, as well as the pictures. Discuss how these 
announcements enticed people to come to the parade as well as gave important 
information they needed to know. 

Allow students to get with a partner or work individually to use the Noticing Language 
Activity to further analyze the newspapers. You could also do one completely together, 
and then send them off to do the second one if they need more support. Come back 
together as a class and allow students to share what they noticed about the 
advertisements. 
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Name: ______________________________________ Date: ________________________

Noticing Language
Notice the language the advertisement uses to grab people’s attention and get excited. 

13

List the adjectives used, and what they reveal about the parade:

immense, colossal – very big parade

fabulous – the floats will be the best

booming – loud bands 

What information is included to get people excited and interested?

Tony Sarg’s Helium Filled Monsters (the balloons) will be a part of the parade

Gulliver the Gullible is at least 8 stories tall and sounds like he is laughing

Jerry the Pig is 30 feet long and sounds like he squeals

Andy the Alligator is 90 feet long and sounds like he is hissing

Other animals will be there, as well as clowns, and Santa Claus in a dog sled

What important information was included that parade-goers would need to know?

It’s happening that day, on Thanksgiving Day at 2:00 on Broadway between 110th

and 34th Street. 

ANSWER KEY for 1933

PREVIEW
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Name: ______________________________________ Date: ________________________

Noticing Language
Notice the language the advertisement uses to grab people’s attention and get excited. 

14

List the adjectives used, and what they reveal about the parade:

traditional – it has happened for a long time
colossal – big parade
captivating – people want to see it and not stop watching
colorful – the parade will be bright and full of color
fabulous, fantastic – the floats will be wonderful
towering – the balloons will go high in the sky
comical – the clowns will be funny

What information is included to get people excited and interested?

There will be many floats, balloons, and marchers

There will be celebrities who people love

There will be clowns and bands

There will be a new Donald Duck balloon

What important information was included that parade-goers would need to know?

There is a map to show the route

It is happening on Thursday at 9:15 AM on Thanksgiving Day

ANSWER KEY for 1962
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PREVIEW



INTEGRATING TEXT AND MEDIA
Core Anchor Standards: RI.1, RI.6, RI.7, RI.9 Duration: 30 MINUTES

Objective: Students will analyze and note differences in the accounts of the parade.

Materials Needed: 
Balloons Over Broadway by Melissa Sweet
chart paper (or white board) and markers
Projector and Internet Connection for Video

Actions: Remind students of reading the mentor text, Balloons Over Broadway. Ask 
students to retell some important details they learned about the Macy’s Day Parade 
from listening to the text the day before and sequencing the events of the book. Quickly 
jot down what they share to make a running list you can add to after the video as well. 

Talk to students about how the author had to learn about Tony Sarg and the Macy’s 
Parade’s history in order to write her book. She researched by looking at primary 
sources (original video, photos, journals, newspapers of the time, and people who knew 
Tony). Play the 3-minute History video which shares some primary source footage: 
https://safeshare.tv/x/ss5db760136fe5a (or https://youtu.be/9kubRyY9b_w)
Have students jot down any new information they learned from the video that was not 
included in the book. They might also make note of information they already knew 
because of reading Balloons Over Broadway, or parts of the video that display 
something similar to the book. Discuss it together afterward and add to the original list. 

Macy’s was the world’s largest store and they held the parade to celebrate
The original parade route was 3 times as long as today
The parade was 2 blocks long but walked for 6 miles
It still ends at Harold Square
Spectators marched behind the parade instead of staying on the side
The length of the route was shortened to 2 .5 miles to be on TV
The balloons were the stars and the symbol of the parade and looked good on TV
It’s still Macy’s gift to the city, and the world

© jivey 201915
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https://safeshare.tv/x/ss5db760136fe5a
https://youtu.be/9kubRyY9b_w


DESIGN A BALLOON AND ADVERTISEMENT
Core Anchor Standards: W.4, W.7, W.8 Duration: 45 MINUTES

Objective: Students will design their own parade balloon using official information and 
create an enticing newspaper advertisement.

Materials Needed: 
student computers OR computer with ability to project website 

(https://www.macys.com/social/parade/lineup)
Balloon Information Collection Sheet
Design Advertisement Activity

Actions: If students have access to computers, this would be a great time to allow them 
to navigate the Macy’s official balloon page and gather details in order to create their 
own. If this can’t be done individually, project the website on a screen and go through 
several of the balloons together. 

Point out the “by the numbers” area of each balloon’s page. Students should sketch and 
makes notes about a few of their favorites on the Balloon Information Collection Sheet 
to help them design their own parade balloon realistically. 

Once students have had time to look at the official balloons (I suggest no more than 15-
20 minutes), allow students time to design their own parade balloon in the picture box 
of the activity and write an advertisement for it, similar to the newspapers you looked 
at in the previous day’s lesson. Encourage them to think of how they will entice someone 
to want to see their new balloon. They should also include the important information just 
as the original advertisements did, so people know where to go and when. This would 
also be a great activity to push students to use vivid verbs like the mentor sentence. 

© jivey 201916

PREVIEW

PREVIEW

PREVIEW
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Name: ______________________________________ Date: ________________________

Macy’s Parade Balloons
Complete the boxes using the website: www.macys . com/soc ia l /parade/ l i neup .  

17

Sketch the balloon:

How tall is it? ___________________ How long is it? ___________________

How wide is it? ___________________  How many handlers? _________

Sketch the balloon:

How tall is it? ___________________ How long is it? ___________________

How wide is it? ___________________  How many handlers? _________

Sketch the balloon:

How tall is it? ___________________ How long is it? ___________________

How wide is it? ___________________  How many handlers? _________

PREVIEW

PREVIEW

PREVIEW
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Name: ______________________________________ Date: ________________________

__________________________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________
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CAUSE AND EFFECT STRUCTURE
Core Anchor Standards: RI.5 Duration: 30 MINUTES

Objective: Students will describe the causes and effects of the text.

Materials Needed: 
The Early Days of the Macy’s Parade Passage
Text Structures Poster
Cause and Effect Organizer

Actions: Give students The Early Days of the Macy’s Parade Passage. Read the passage 
aloud to them or allow them to read it to themselves, if the readability is appropriate. 

Review the text structures poster as a class. Ask the questions found down the right 
side of the poster about each structure to determine which one describes the passage. 
Once they agree it is a cause and effect structure, give students the cause and effect 
organizer. 

Complete the organizer together or allow students to work as partners to complete it. 
(Come back together to check and discuss their answers, and reconfirm why each 
statement is a cause or an effect.) 

Take It Further:
Discuss some of the statements from the text to infer causes and effects, such as, 
“Macy’s employees were in the parade…” – we can infer the effect: they felt included 
and happy to have a celebration. “His creations became the feature of Macy’s Parades,” 
helps us conclude the cause: he did bring smiles to everyone’s faces with each new 
balloon he made every year.

© jivey 201919
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The Early Days of 
the Macy’s Parade

In the early 1920’s, Macy’s in New York City was the world’s largest 
department store. Many of Macy’s employees had immigrated to America 
and missed the holiday celebrations in their own countries, which had 
music and dancing in the streets. Macy’s decided it would throw a parade 
for the employees. They also knew a parade could draw in even more 
customers to shop for the holidays. 
Macy’s held a Christmas Parade on 
the morning of Thanksgiving in 1924. 
Macy’s employees were in the 
parade dressed as clowns, cowboys,
and knights. They also sat on floats 
designed to match the nursery-rhyme theme in the “Wondertown” window 
display. The floats featured Mother Goose characters such as Little Miss 
Muffet and Little Red Riding Hood. Along with the Macy’s employees, 
animals loaned from the Central Park Zoo marched with a band. 

The zoo animals were replaced with rubber balloons designed by 
Tony Sarg in 1927. The animals did not enjoy the long walk of the parade 
route, and began growling and roaring. This frightened the children, as well 
as made the parade-marchers a bit fearful of the upset animals. Tony 
wanted his large balloons, which looked a bit like puppets, to bring smiles to 
the faces of the children and those in the parade. His creations became 
the feature of Macy’s Parades. Everyone was excited to see what new 
balloon would march down the street each year!

Name: _________________________________ Date: ____________

20
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Name: ______________________________________ Date: ________________________

21

Cause & Effect:
The Early Days of the Macy’s Parade

Macy’s held a 
Christmas Parade.

Macy’s employees 
missed their own 

holiday celebrations.

Macy’s wanted to 
draw in more 
customers.

Balloons replaced 
the animals. 

The zoo animals 
didn’t enjoy the long 
walk of the parade.

The parade 
marchers were 

afraid of the animals.

The children were 
frightened of the 
growling animals. 

CAUSE CAUSE

CAUSE CAUSE CAUSE

EFFECT

EFFECT

ANSWER KEY 
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WRITING FROM A PICTURE
Core Anchor Standards: W.3, W.4, RI.7, RI.9 Duration: TWO 45-MINUTE PERIODS

Objective: Students will analyze a primary source and then create a short narrative. 

Materials Needed: 
Parade Pictures
Writing Activity

Actions: Remind students of the definition of a primary source (or have a student 
recall for the class). Tell the students you will be showing primary source images that 
you’d like them to analyze, or look closely at all of the details, the same way they did 
with text, but this time just examining the photographs. Display each picture on your 
screen and/or distribute the pictures to the students. Ask students to look at each 
picture closely and jot down a few notes about the things they see (they could write 
directly on the picture if you gave them a copy). Have students share about the details 
they noticed that are in each image so other students can identify those things as well 
if they missed them. 

Next, direct students to choose one of the pictures and jot down what they imagine the 
people in the picture might be seeing, hearing, and feeling. Remind them they should just 
be making a list or brainstorm jots, not writing a story. Allow students to share these 
ideas with a partner or small group who also had the same image chosen. Brainstorming 
aloud with others will help get the creativity flowing! They may or may not get to the 
writing point on day one, and that’s okay!

Students should write in first person point of view as though they are one of the 
people in the image the chose. Remind them it should be reflective of the time period 
(so no talking about seeing the SpongeBob balloon). You might make a list of questions 
on the board they want to consider as they write such as, who are they with? what is 
the weather? (look for clues in the picture) how do they feel? what do they hear? This 
would also be the perfect assignment to require vivid verbs to be used, as they are 
working with them in their mentor sentence. 

© jivey 201922

PREVIEW

PREVIEW

PREVIEW



© jivey 2019

Na
m

e:
 _

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

_ 
Da

te
: _

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
_

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__

No
v. 

26
, 1

95
9

23

PREVIEW

PREVIEW

PREVIEW



© jivey 2019

Na
m

e:
 _

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

_ 
Da

te
: _

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
_

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
No

v. 
22

, 1
96

2

24

PREVIEW

PREVIEW

PREVIEW



© jivey 2019

Name: ______________________________________ Date: ________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

Nov. 25, 1982
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PROBLEM AND SOLUTION STRUCTURE
Core Anchor Standards: RI.5 Duration: 30 MINUTES

Objective: Students will describe the problems and solutions in the text.

Materials Needed: 
Macy’s Balloons Passage
Text Structures Poster
Problem and Solution Organizer

Actions: Give students the Macy’s Balloons Passage. Read the passage aloud to them or 
allow them to read it to themselves, if the readability is appropriate. 

Review the text structures poster as a class. Ask the questions found down the right 
side of the poster about each structure to determine which one describes the passage. 
Once they agree the text shares a problem and solutions, give students the problem and 
solution organizer. 

Complete the organizer together or allow students to work as partners to complete it. 
(Come back together to check and discuss their answers, and reconfirm why each 
statement is a problem or a solution.) 

Take It Further:
Discuss the sentence, “Macy’s offered rewards for anyone who returned the collapsed 
balloons they found.” This was a solution to a problem that wasn’t shared in the text. 
Ask for them to decide what they think the problem was… maybe that Macy’s couldn’t 
go out and find all of them later, or they wanted to re-use the balloons. 
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Macy’s Balloons
When Tony Sarg was asked to create something spectacular for the 

Macy’s Parade, he immediately thought of his marionettes and puppets 
that he designed. These would be a much greater task than his 3-feet-tall 
creations he was used to making. He had to make them big enough to be 
seen and light enough to be carried. He asked Goodyear to make his giant 
designs out of rubber, then he filled them with air and attached them to 
wooden rods to be carried through the parade. 

The air-filled rubber balloons were a huge hit, however only the first 
few rows of the parade-goers could see them. Tony asked Goodyear the 
next year to make his balloons out of another material: rubberized silk. He 
also had the balloons filled with air and helium to help them float. Instead 
of sticks, the balloons were attached to ropes, making them look like 
upside-down marionettes. The crowds
cheered at these new, giant creatures 
that were wiggling and waving down 
the streets. Once the parade was over,
the balloons were let go. Unfortunately, 
the balloons popped when they got too 
high in the atmosphere.

The next year, the balloons were designed to have a slow-leak of 
the air. When the balloons were let go, they wouldn’t float as high and 
would eventually come back to the ground. Macy’s offered rewards for 
anyone who returned the collapsed balloons that they found. Today, there 
is a release valve that deflates the balloons while on the ground to protect 
the environment and aircraft.

Name: _________________________________ Date: ____________

25-foot dachshund featured  in the 1933 parade
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Name: ______________________________________ Date: ________________________
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Problem & Solution:
Macy’s Balloons

Tony’s creations had 
to be big enough to be 
seen and light enough 

to be carried.

Tony’s balloons were 
made of rubber, filled 
with air, and attached 

to wooden rods.

SOLUTIONPROBLEM

The air-filled rubber 
balloons couldn’t 
be seen by all of 

the parade-goers.

Tony changed the 
design to rubberized-
silk, filled with helium 
so they would float. 

SOLUTIONPROBLEM

The balloons were let 
go and they popped 

when they got too high 
in the atmosphere.

The balloons were 
designed to have a 
slow-leak so they 

would come back down.

SOLUTIONPROBLEM

ANSWER KEY 
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IDENTIFYING TEXT STRUCTURE
Core Anchor Standards: RI.5 Duration: 30 MINUTES

Objectives: Students will classify informational text by structure.

Materials Needed: 
Text Structures Poster
Identifying Structure Activity with Macy’s Parade Facts

Actions: Review the text structures using the poster with students. Work through each 
paragraph on the Identifying Structure Activity, asking the structure questions from 
the right side of the poster to determine if it fits the paragraph. This could be done 
completely as a whole group lesson, or you might get them started, then send them off 
to work with a partner to finish. If they work with a partner, require them to justify 
to each other why they believe it is that structure. 

**This could also be done totally independently as an end of the week assessment to 
determine understanding of structures.**

Take It Further:
Give students some practice identifying the main idea and create titles for the first 
three paragraphs. 
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The Macy’s Parade happens in New York City 
each year on Thanksgiving Day, even though 
winter weather in New York is unpredictable and 
has created problems with the giant inflated 
balloons over the years. Balloons have been lost 
due to strong winds, like when a giant dog balloon 
escaped from its handlers in 1928, and again with 
a Mighty Mouse balloon in 1956. During the parade 
in 1962, rain collected in Donald Duck’s hat until it 
got too heavy and dumped 50 gallons of water on 
the crowd. There have also been some dangerous 
disasters involving the balloons because of 
weather. In 1993, the Sonic the Hedgehog balloon 
crashed into a lamp post and broke a man’s 
shoulder. In 1997, a woman almost died because 
she was hit in the head with heavy metal when 
the Cat in the Hat balloon ran into a large pole. 

Text Structure: __________________________________

In 1927, the first official parade balloon of 
the Macy’s Parade was created. It was made of 
rubber and filled with air, then walked down the 
street on large poles. The next year, Macy’s filled 
Felix with air and helium so he floated higher in 
the air. However, they didn’t have a plan for 
deflating him to bring him down, so they let him 
go when the parade was over. Sadly, he popped. 
The next year, the balloons were made with a 
release valve so they would slowly deflate. Macy’s 
announced that if the balloons were found and 
returned, a reward of $100 could be earned. 
Most balloons weren’t even found again. 

Today, the Macy’s Parade balloons are made 
of light plastic and rubber material and filled with 
helium. They also have zippers which allow the 
helium to escape easily when it’s time to deflate.

Text Structure: __________________________________

Getting the balloons ready to move in the Macy’s 
Thanksgiving Day Parade isn’t as simple as blowing 
up some balloons for a birthday party. First, 
balloon handlers attend training to understand 
the science behind the balloons. They also 
practice holding one of the balloons on a field. 
The afternoon and evening before the parade, 
the balloons are inflated to be sure there is time 
for all of them to be filled. For example, the 
Charlie Brown balloon is 53 feet long, 46 feet tall, 
and 30 feet wide, and it takes 90 minutes to fill 
him with helium. Once the balloons are filled, they 
are secured with nets and sandbags so they 
don’t float away in the night. Finally, on 
Thanksgiving morning, each balloon is carried for 
about three hours by 50 (or, sometimes more) 
handlers along the 2.65 mile parade route. 

Text Structure: __________________________________

Tony Sarg’s Journal

Parade puppets must be:
strong, so they aren’t destroyed
light, so they float 
movable, so they can be carried

Ideas:
*balloons can be made of rubber, like 
the Goodyear blimps
*balloons filled with air
*prop up with wooden sticks, like the 
Indonesian rod puppets

Text Structure: __________________________________

Name: _________________________________ Date: ____________
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cause and effect

sequence/chronology problem and solution

compare and contrast
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WRITING COMPARE/CONTRAST TEXT
Core Anchor Standards: W.2, W.4, W.8, RI.7, RI.9 Duration: 45 MINUTES

Objective: Students will compare two infographics to write a compare/contrast 
structure of explanatory text.

Materials Needed: 
Balloon Information and Images
Evidence-Based Terms Poster
Notebook Paper OR Writing Prompt Sheet 

Actions: Give students the page containing the balloon information and images. Ask 
students what they notice about the two- allow them to lead conversation about what 
is the same and what is different. This discussion is important because it will help spark 
the ideas they may want to write about for their assignment. 

Give students the writing prompt sheet (or write it on the board and allow them to 
write in a notebook or on notebook paper). Remind them of the text structures you’ve 
learned about, and that the purpose of compare/contrast structure is to share 
similarities and differences of two things. Allow students to use the infographics to 
write. You might want to point out some key elements they want to include when they 
compare, like the year, or the name of the balloon, in order to distinguish between 
them. (We don’t want students to say, “one has this, but one has that.” We want them 
to clarify by saying, “the balloon from 1928 was filled with air and helium, but the 
balloon from 2008 was filled with just helium.”)

Take It Further:
To provide more comparisons and information for the students, allow them to visit the 
website https://www.macys.com/social/parade/. Scroll all the way to the bottom of 
page for the parade history. There is an interactive element with photos and information 
for each decade starting in the 1920s.
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Name: ______________________________________ Date: ________________________

Compare and contrast Macy’s Parade balloons from the past and today. 

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________
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