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The Wretched Stone
By Chris Van Allsburg

Mentor Sentence Focus Standard: L.1 (conjunctions)

Reading Lesson Ideas:
R.1: Students can infer what is happening to the crew members 
using evidence from the text to explain their conclusions.

R.2: Have students summarize the story and tell the theme of 
the book.

R.3: Students explain the character (thoughts, words, actions). 
Describe how characters change throughout the book.

R.4: Students use context clues to determine the meaning of 
higher-level words (for example: crooned) from the book.

R.4, L.5: Students find figurative language in the book and explain 
its meaning to the story (for example: a portion of it is flat and 
smooth as glass). Students also explore symbolism (the “rock” is 
actually a television that turns the crew into “monkeys” – like 
what happens when someone watches a lot of TV).

R.6: Students discuss/write/explain how changing the point of view 
could change the story.

Writing Lesson Ideas:
W.2, W.10: Students should write journal entries (like the logbook 
in the story) to explain a time in history, perhaps as an explorer.
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Name: ________________________________ Date: _____________

The Wretched Stone

:word:

consulted

what I think it means
actual meaning

:word:

lush

what I think it means
actual meaning

:word:

wretched

what I think it means
actual meaning

Define unknown words in the story.

:word:

vessel

what I think it means
actual meaning
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Name: ________________________________ Date: _____________

The Wretched Stone

:word:

consulted

what I think it means
actual meaning

:word:

lush

what I think it means
actual meaning

:word:

wretched

what I think it means
actual meaning

Define unknown words in the story.

:word:

vessel

what I think it means
actual meaning

Possible Answers

looked for information  
before taking action

very rich, luxurious

very bad, annoying

large boat or ship
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Name: _____________________________ Date: _____________

The Wretched Stone

Make inferences about the evidence given from the book.

Evidence What I Know My Inference

The usual boredom 
that comes with many 
days at sea is not 
present on this ship.

We spotted an island. 
I have consulted my 
charts, but do not see 
it recorded.

The Rita Anne is still 
afloat, but the masts 
and rudder are lost.

We have made an 
agreement not to talk 
about the strange 
events that took place 
aboard the Rita Anne.

+          =
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Name: _____________________________ Date: _____________

The Wretched Stone

Make inferences about the evidence given from the book.

Evidence What I Know My Inference

The usual boredom 
that comes with many 
days at sea is not 
present on this ship.

Being on the ocean 
could be boring if you 
weren’t with people who 
are fun.

All of the members of 
the crew must get 
along well and can 
entertain each other. 

We spotted an island. 
I have consulted my 
charts, but do not see 
it recorded.

Sailors would chart 
where they visited in 
early voyages.

No one has visited this 
island yet.

The Rita Anne is still 
afloat, but the masts 
and rudder are lost.

Masts and rudders are 
parts of a ship that are 
needed to sail.

The Rita Anne will not 
be able to sail any 
longer.

We have made an 
agreement not to talk 
about the strange 
events that took place 
aboard the Rita Anne.

When people agree to 
keep a secret, it could 
be because it’s 
embarrassing or 
because people won’t 
believe the story.

The crew thinks no one 
will believe what 
happened to them.

+          =

Possible Answers
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Name: ________________________________ Date: _____________

The Wretched Stone

Tell how the members of the crew change throughout the book.

Beginning:

Middle:

End:
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Name: ________________________________ Date: _____________

The Wretched Stone

Tell how the members of the crew change throughout the book.

Beginning:

Middle:

End:

Possible Answers

The crew were lively in the beginning- they 
loved to sing, dance, tell stories and read with 
each other.

The crew seem like they are in a trance with the stone that is 
glowing. They stop coming up to the deck. They even lock 
themselves in the forward hold to sit around the stone. They 
become hairy beasts who don’t understand.

Once the stone goes dark, they seem to become more alert as 
they listen to the captain read and play the violin. Those that can 
read recover more quickly. They return to normal, except they 
love to eat bananas! 
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Name: ________________________________ Date: _____________

The Wretched Stone

Write an entry into a logbook as though you are an explorer.

Date: ________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

_______________________
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