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using text evidence
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.4.1 Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text 

says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.5.1 Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says 

explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text.

p. 3-4

inferring activity
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.4.1 Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text 

says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.5.1 Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says 

explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text.

p. 5-6

synonyms
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.4.4a Use context (e.g., definitions, examples, or restatements in text) as a 

clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.4.5c Demonstrate understanding of words by relating them to their 

opposites (antonyms) and to words with similar but not identical meanings (synonyms). 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.5.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a 

text, including figurative language such as metaphors and similes.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.5.5c Use the relationship between particular words (e.g., synonyms, antonyms, 

homographs) to better understand each of the words.

p. 7-8

similes
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.4.5a Explain the meaning of simple similes and metaphors (e.g., as pretty as a 

picture) in context.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.5.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a 

text, including figurative language such as metaphors and similes.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.5.5a Interpret figurative language, including similes and metaphors, in context.

p. 9-10

writing using senses and imagery
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.4.3a Orient the reader by establishing a situation and introducing a narrator 

and/or characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.4.3d and W.5.3d  Use concrete words and phrases and sensory details to 

convey experiences and events precisely.

p. 11

character traits
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.4.3 Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, 

drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., a character’s thoughts, words, or actions).

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.5.6 Describe how a narrator’s or speaker’s point of view influences how 

events are described.

p. 12

plotting the story
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.4.2 Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the 

text; summarize the text.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.5.2 Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the 

text, including how characters in a story or drama respond to challenges or how the speaker in a 

poem reflects upon a topic; summarize the text.

p. 13
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Using Evidence KEY
Support your answers with evidence from the book.

Are Katie and her family 

Tories or Rebels?

Tories: 

Example evidence-

Katie heard the word 

hissed about her.

Did this book take place at the beginning 

or the end of the American Revolution?

Beginning: 

Example evidence-

Boston Tea Party recently occurred, 

rebels were arming.
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Why is Mama 

skittish in the 

beginning?

She talks about the 

fighting, the marching 

and talking, the tea 

they dumped…

If people were 

fighting so close to 

my family, I’d be 

nervous.

Mama is worried 

about what might 

happen to her family.

Why did Katie’s 

family lose 

their friends?

People called Katie a 

Tory. 

A Tory is a Loyalist. 

People were choosing 

sides in the colonies-

Loyalist or Patriot.

Katie’s family was 

remaining loyal to 

Britain; their friends 

were all Patriots, or 

rebels.

What made 

Katie run back 

to the house?

She felt like an animal 

in a trap. She was so 

mad she couldn’t still 

herself.

People that break into 

houses usually steal 

things.

Katie was upset that 

rebels might steal her 

family’s precious 

things.

Why did John 

Warren leave 

the trunk 

open?

Katie couldn’t breathe 

with the trunk closed. 

She felt John’s hand, 

and then he yelled 

that Tories were 

coming.

A trunk is airtight to 

keep the things inside 

protected.

John Warren realized 

she was in the trunk 

and didn’t want her to 

suffocate.

what’s in the book     +    what’s in my head       =     my inference

KEY
Inferring with Katie’s Trunk
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KEY
Identify the synonym that could replace the underlined word in each sentence 

from the story. Remember, synonyms are words that mean the same!

“Why, it makes me skittish as a newborn calf…”

angry nervous happy

Crouched in the underbrush, I felt like an animal in a trap.

Kneeling Standing Jumping

In the shut down darkness everything was muffled and faraway.

loud quiet bright

John Warren spoke of arms they would buy.

body parts dishes weapons

I sucked in a breath as a dress was snatched out.

pulled sewn given

“It’s not bad, dear ones, just a skirmish.”

game small fight war
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Similes KEY in Katie’s Trunk   
Read each sentence from the book. Find the key words that show there is a simile, 

tell what two things are being compared, then tell what it actually means.

Underline the key words: What is being compared? What does it mean?

It makes me skittish as a 

newborn calf, all this 

marching and talking…

me (Mama) and a 

newborn calf
It made me nervous.

Sometimes I heard that 

word hissed, “Tory!” like a 

snake about to bite.

the word and a snake
The people said “Tory” 

in a nasty way.

We ran to the house, 

Mama’s face like a white 

handkerchief.

Mama’s face and a 

handkerchief

She was pale from 

being worried.

Crouched in the 

underbrush, I felt like an 

animal in a trap.

I and animal I felt trapped.

The air closed around my 

mouth like a black cloth.
air and cloth I couldn’t breathe easily.

Mama, Papa, and Hattie 

came next, white as the 

moon and as silent.

Mama, Papa, and Hattie 

and the moon

They were pale and 

quiet from being so 

worried.

A sudden thread like a song 

ran through my head.
thread and song I suddenly remembered.
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Imagine you are Katie inside the trunk. Tell your story from inside the 

trunk. What kinds of things did you see and hear? What did you feel?

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________
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Katie:
______

actions

Give details from the text to support the trait you choose to describe Katie.

Character in Katie’s Trunk 
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