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Similes ANSWER KEY
Chapters 1 and 2: The Sign of the Beaver

Similes compare two things using “like” or “as.” What are the meanings of these similes?

“Matt took the watch in his hand as gently as if it were a bird’s egg.”

Matt understood how important and delicate the watch was, so he was 

holding it gently to protect it.

“The lump in Matt’s throat felt as big as the watch.”

He was upset and nervous, and maybe about to cry, which made a big 

lump in his throat.

“This was a fine piece, the walnut stock as smooth and shining as his 

mother’s silk dress.”

The stock of the rifle was smooth and shiny, the same way silk is smooth 

and shiny.

“He knew his father always kept that rifle as clean as a new-polished 

spoon.”

His father kept the rifle very clean, the way people used to keep silver 

very clean and polished.

“It was a good life, with only a few small annoyances buzzing like 

mosquitoes inside his head.”

Some small things continued to bother him and he couldn’t stop thinking 

about them.
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cause effect

Cause: the reason why something happens
Effect: what happens because of the cause

so…

Cause and Effect ANSWER KEY
Chapters 3 and 4: The Sign of the Beaver

Matt shot a rabbit 

that morning.

He skinned it and made a 

stew with the meat.

Matt remembered his 

manners as Ben hinted 

about dinner.

Matt invited Ben in for 

dinner.

Matt couldn’t quiet his 

uneasy thoughts 

about Ben.

He stayed awake almost 

all night long, worrying.

Ben stole Matt’s rifle.
Matt had no protection 

and no way to get meat.

Matt did not secure 

the door before 

going fishing.

A bear ransacked the 

cabin and ate his food.
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Matt Learned 
From Attean

Attean Learned 
From Matt

The Sign of the Beaver
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Conflict
a problem or decision to be made

Resolution
decision or solution to a problem

Attean must find his 
manitou.

He would go to the 
forest alone for days 
to wait.

Saknis and Attean ask 
Matt to join their tribe.

Matt will wait for his 
family to return.

The white people are 
moving onto the land.

Attean’s village will find 
a new place to live.

Attean gives Matt his 
dog, and Matt doesn’t 
know what to give him.

Matt gives Attean the
silver pocket watch.

Matt’s clothes were 
not warm enough for 
the winter.

He makes clothes 
from animal fur.

ANSWER KEY
Chapters 20, 21, 22, and 23
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Imagine the story that Matt tells his family about Attean over 
dinner that evening. Write what you think he might say.

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________
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Vocabulary Book
To make it easier for you to 

copy, cut, and staple into books, I 
have included duplicates on the 
top and bottom of each page. 

This will also help you save paper 
if you’d like to run them 

front/back before cutting and 
stapling. There are also lines on 
the last page to add a few of 

your own words if you desire. My 
students figure out the meaning 

using context clues, but you 
could have your students use 

the dictionary as well.
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The Sign of the Beaver 
Vocabulary Book

Name: __________________

The Sign of the Beaver 
Vocabulary Book

Name: __________________



Chapter 15

immense _________________________________

solemn __________________________________

resentful _________________________________

Chapter 16

befallen __________________________________

stammered _______________________________

falter ___________________________________

Chapter 15

immense _________________________________

solemn __________________________________

resentful _________________________________

Chapter 16

befallen __________________________________

stammered _______________________________

falter ___________________________________



Chapter 17

shrill high pitch

mortar bowl-shaped container used for grinding

bounty reward or payment

Chapter 18

warily cautiously

placid calm or still

distress to cause anxiety

Chapter 19

coarse rough

gloating bragging or boasting

breeches pants

Chapter 20

envy jealousy

disgrace shame, loss of respect

dread not looking forward to, afraid of
jivey 14



Journal Responses
I have included cut and paste 

response questions if you 
prefer to have your students 
respond in a notebook. I have 

also included the same 
questions in a “journal” that 
you can create by stapling 
the pages together. Choose 

the way you prefer! 
Answers will often vary, so no 
answer key is provided with 

the response questions. 
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Chapter 1: Matt’s father gave Matt many responsibilities, 
as well as two gifts. What do these gifts reveal about 
what his father expects of him?

Chapter 1: Matt’s father gave Matt many responsibilities, 
as well as two gifts. What do these gifts reveal about 
what his father expects of him?

Chapter 1: Matt’s father gave Matt many responsibilities, 
as well as two gifts. What do these gifts reveal about 
what his father expects of him?

Chapter 1: Matt’s father gave Matt many responsibilities, 
as well as two gifts. What do these gifts reveal about 
what his father expects of him?

Chapter 1: Matt’s father gave Matt many responsibilities, 
as well as two gifts. What do these gifts reveal about 
what his father expects of him?

Chapter 1: Matt’s father gave Matt many responsibilities, 
as well as two gifts. What do these gifts reveal about 
what his father expects of him?

jivey 16



Chapter 10: Do you think Attean was making fun of 
Matt when they went fishing or trying to teach him? 
Explain your thinking. 

Chapter 10: Do you think Attean was making fun of 
Matt when they went fishing or trying to teach him? 
Explain your thinking. 

Chapter 10: Do you think Attean was making fun of 
Matt when they went fishing or trying to teach him? 
Explain your thinking. 

Chapter 10: Do you think Attean was making fun of 
Matt when they went fishing or trying to teach him? 
Explain your thinking. 

Chapter 10: Do you think Attean was making fun of 
Matt when they went fishing or trying to teach him? 
Explain your thinking. 

Chapter 10: Do you think Attean was making fun of 
Matt when they went fishing or trying to teach him? 
Explain your thinking. 
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Chapter 12: Write about Attean helping Matt make the bow 
from Attean’s point of view. Be sure to include some of his 
internal dialogue.

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________
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Chapter 17: Why does Attean’s grandmother resent the 
white people? Why does Attean resent them?

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________
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Chapter 22: If Attean will not know how to use the watch to 
tell time, why was he so impressed by it?

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________
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Thank you so much for your purchase! 
Feedback and ratings are appreciated! 
Make sure to follow my blog for other 

classroom ideas!  
ideasbyjivey.blogspot.com

All clip art came from:
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ideasbyjivey.blogspot.com
http://www.scrappindoodles.com/
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