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Model-Based Revision Practice

For Informative & Opinion Writing Genres



TEACHING REVISION

Revision is one of the hardest writing skills to teach because
“make it better” is not a strategy. Students need to know what to

ook for, what to change, and what a stronger version actually

ooks like. Research on writing instruction is clear: students revise

more effectively when they are taught specific, named strategies

with modelsiand guided practice. Analyzing a model helps

students recognize what skilled writers do.



I USE THE RESOURCE?

This resource feaches students fo eviserweakileads

using one of four named types: question, bold

statement, surprising fact, and scene-setting. Students

first study the difference between a weak and a
strong lead in model passages, then practice writing
their own across three scaffolded activities. The goal
is not to produce one correct lead. It is to help
students understand that there are multiple strong
ways to open a piece of writing, and that choosing

deliberately is part of the craft.




INFORIMAILVE & OPINION

This resource covers the revision strategy in

both informational and opinion writing. The

lead works differently in each genre, and
students need to see and practice that
difference. An informational lead draws the
reader in with curiosity about facts and
ideas. An opinion lead pulls the reader toward
a point of view. Practicing the skill in both

genres separately is recommended.




Each genre section begins with a
Notice activity. Students see two
versions of the same passage side
by side: Notice (A) with a weak,
formulaic lead, and Notice (B) with
a strong one. The body of both
passages is identical. Only the lead
changes. This is intentional. Keeping

the body the same lets students

focus on exactly one thing: what

the writer changed, and why it

works better.

| choosing one.

Eprmﬂon pi;;se

This lesson will enable students to notice and compare the
difference between a weak lead and a strong lead in two
versions of the same passage. This helps students
recoghize what a strong lead looks like and analyze what
makes it effective.

Application Phase
Move from exploration to application, where students use
what they've learned. This resource includes activities for
students to write TWO different leads for the same
passage using different lead types, then evaluate which is
stronger and explain why. This builds decision-making skills,
not just writing skills. Use these ideas to extend application:

Lead Swap: Students frade their two leads with a partner.
Each partner reads both leads and picks the one they
think is stronger, then explains their reasoning. Compare:
Did the writer and the reader agree?

Lead Gallery Walk: Post student-written leads around the
room (without names). Students walk around with sticky
notes and mark leads they would want to keep reading.
Discuss patterns in what made certain leads effective.

Lead Revision in Current Drafts: Have students go back to
a draft they have already written and revise only the lead.
They should try at least two different lead types before
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WHAT'S INCLUDED?

TEXPLORE STRONG LEADS IN INFORMATIONAL WRITING|

Display or provide students with Clean Wafer - Notice (A) and (B).

Read through passage A with the class. Ask students to share what they notice about
the passage. Remind students that a lead is the first thing the reader sees, so it
needs fo grab the reader’s attention and let them know what your piece is about.
Now, read through passage B - what changed from passage A? What does this new
lead do that the old one did not? Which one wants to make you keep reading?

Using the poster, determine what type of lead was used Discuss the changes:
Lead type used in Passage B: Scene-Setting

The new lead creates a picture the reader can see right away which pulls them in
before the information begins. The lead in passage A, “This is about how animals need
clean water,” tells the reader the fopic, but gives them no reason fo care about it
yet. Fassage B’s lead does both: it shows the problem and makes the reader feel

something

Notice that the body of both passages is the same. The only difference is the lead.
This shows how much a sfrong opening can change the way a reader experiences a

piece of writing.

Encourage students to think about how strong leads engage the reader from the
start and introduce the writing piece. Allow more practice by moving onto the
Application Activities. Remind students that informational writing explains, describes,
or reports. It does not persuade or tell readers what they should do or think. When

writing leads, stick fo the facts. If your statement can be verified, it's not a belief.
It's a factl
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WHAT'S INCLUDED?

STRONG LEADS APPLICATION ACTIVITIES:

Activity |: Choose a Lead

Students read a passage and evaluate four pre-written leads, one of each type. All four are genuinely strong.

Students choose the one they think is strongest and explain their reasoning. The goal is not finding one right
answer. It is building the habit of reading leads critically and naming what makes one more effective than
another.

Activity 2: Write Two Leads and Choose One

Students write two leads for the same passage using two different lead types, then compare them and
explain which is stronger. This is where evaluation becomes production.

Activity 3: Revise With a Strong Lead

Students cross out a weak lead and use what they’ve learned to write one strong replacement.



WHAT'S INCLUDED?

INFORMATIVE
APPLICATION:

Three activities
per genre move
students from

exploration to

independence.
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- KEYS PROVIDED-




WHAT'S INCLUDED?

OPINION
APPLICATION:

Three activities
per genre move
students from

exploration to

independence.

PREVIEW PREVIEW
PREVIEW PREVIEW
PREVIEW PREVIEW
PREVIEW PREVIEW

PREVIEW PREVIEW
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PREVIEW PREVIEW

- KEYS PROVIDED-




WHAT'S INCLUDED?




AVE WLIH THE BUNDLE!

SKILLS COVERED IN THE BUNDLE:

- Strengthen Your Lead
- Write a Conclusion That Does More Than Repeat
- Support It with Proof

- Explain Your Evidence (The “So What?” Sentence)
- Use Transitions That Match Your Structure
- Replace Vague Words with Specific Ones

- Vary Your Sentence Beginnings
- Cut the Clutter



https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/2nd-3rd-Grade-Opinion-Informational-Writing-Revision-Lessons-Activities-Rubric-16082324
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