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Usingmentor texts is one of the best ways to maximize your
teaching time. You are able to teach multiple skills, subjects,
and topics withjust one book!

You will notice that this unit adlignsinbest practices withmy
other resources, so it can easily be incorporated info your
plans without bredking stride.

With the monthly mentor text club,
youll get a unit just like this one every
month during the 2021-2022 school year
for less than $3 a monthi

You'l also getexclusive opportunitieslike giveaways of the
book used for the lessons, surveys 1o provideinput on what
books and skills you'dlike to seeincorporated, and immediate
email notifications when each new unit is available. Plus, a
bonus lesson is included that won't be available anywhere
elsel

JOIN THE CLUB

If youpurchased this as an individual unit, it's not foo lafe fo join Tthe club!
Furchase the clubmembership bundle, then emailme the recejpts for your
individual purchase and the bundle purchase atideasbyjivey@gmail.com

:: I will happily refund you the price youpaid for the individual unit!

\ . Happy reading! -Jivey = /
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NOTE: The original purpose of the lessons in the Mentor Text Club were for direct

teacher instruction These lessons don't adlways translate wel 1o a digital learning

environment, but I have converted the activities 1o Slides and Forms as I was able.

These files are for the use of one classroom only, and should

not be placed on public web pages or other sharing forums.

Before clicking any of the links in this file, it is important
that you are signed into the Google Drive that you will use
1o share the files with your students.

Click each of the links below and a screen will open to prompt you to

make a copy. The files willbe in your own Google Drive account.

(You may want to create a folder for all of thesel)

Play On Words/Puns Mentor Sentence Student Page
\catu sortedt G : itional P’ il
) el FAiting |




Yo () wee{: The Very Last Leaf by Stef Wade

READING

GRAMMAR

WRITING

DAY ONE

Read The Very LastLeaf
£~ anjoyn- -+ Fxplor- -
s 3% ea th rst

st = aly

W more 0N or

Show students the mentor

£ "'*EHGE F"us{. I “rr L
1 3t  notic bpout

se nr  empha g th
pr onal phr s,

Students will explore point of
‘e -nd perspe-*"e by

iden  ring how story
nigh 2 "Tar  from the
teach stive.

DAY TWO

Students will use context
clues to determine the
meaning of vocabulary in the

mentor text.

Studerts idertify the
functions of the words in the
sentence. Use the interactive
activity to teach/review
focus skill of prepositional

phrases.

Students will complete a
response to literature to tell
how they would help Lance if

they were the teacher.

Students will take notes

Discuse how the sentence

Studente will write to a

DAY FIVE

share.
l._.._'_“.{s +h_ _l..4qnlrsl r}.__dme ¥ el A il S .
e, i Jo. w licle “* ting ssessn ol e
el w Lt tt @ msa'c ')

m ~ea arti Id be it t ~¢  tabout t+ ook from
% sou  hy  ave  na r set .ther, allow ane erspect
— st r orevie he
g set and she

Students will complete Discuss how the sertence Studerts will rewrite the
[ analogies by applying their can be imitated. Share the story from Lance’s
3 understanding of the example and note the perspective and first person
: vocabulary. differences. Students should | point of view, also including
g imitate the sertence and facts from the Changing

Leaves article and

prepositional phrases.

h




Core Anchor Standards: LI W5 Duration: I5 MINUTES DAILY

Objectives: Students will notice grammar and conventions, revise, and imitate a mentor

sentence Soppilltheir -G,

Material: lest 4 fi 4sare vio! »amenfo 2ntance | encourage
Mentor T 1\ The  :las  eaf) fovisi wwt Ilielorea ©  1videos on
Mentor & itence | ssi impl or " wior  y starfed with
A e them: MASI ER MENTOR SENTENCES

Actions: Each day, students will work with a mentor sertence in a different way in their
b bi
notebook. Discussion is where the learning happens- this should not be center or independent
= ) = r F
workl Students will notice what is RIGHT about a sentence (rather than locking at a sentence

full of mistakes) o apply what they see to their own writing.

Day | Students should share what they notice about the sentence that makes it an excellent

senfence W th nde allie h 0B will wallo
highlight [ oo B oGS EIE-c if ThalsoOring Il Uil their ol
Day 2: STllents shGEAt i8R the £ncti i theadiice iR caaten I, 1he

words help the reader understand what the authoris communicating? Especially Tocus on
o

the prepositions and nouns - prepositional phrases ALWAYS include a noun and never a verb,

l 4 14

but don't worry it they can't label every single word in the sentence.

Day 3 Students will revise the mentor sentence by adding or changing words without

changing the meaning of the sentence.

Day H: Students will imitate the mentor sentence by keeping the style and structure but
writing d oy o]V L CReie B T R ample TS ana
allow thelSudaiSs BEnoAE Wit i the B aBiT fer Ml T rorfhe origir

Day 5 STlents wilh i vhl s thaychave ed wit e e . coc eSSt

]




e e The test would take him from

*prepositional phraogses

future tanse

strong descriptions/visuglizaticn
proncuns instead of specific noun
(long) simpla sentence

the top of his sturdy tree to

Tuesday -lobel the sentance
The = artic
tast, top, tr

The test would taka him from the top of his sturdy tre:

gross down balow. B
complate subject complate predicate

simple subject i radicate

Wednesday - possibility of revised sentence

ould tgk

The final exam would take Lange from the top of his sturdy tree | ; € him

to the green grass down ﬂm. g 2 dcp of his st from the
{odded adjectives, changed te specific nouns) own b&fﬂw

Thursday - possibility of imitation sentenca “’Iﬂ&\%

The elevator would take her from the top floor of the shopping T

mall to the parking garage undarnaath, hﬂ fﬂSf would *ﬂke hi
m

urdy tree

x = top of hig g
dow,

Undarling ALL the prapositional phrases in the Follawing sentences.
2. From his first day of school in the spring, Lance
Cottonwood was the best and brightest student.

3. Lance was jealous of his neighbor Doug Fir,

4. Doug got to sit on his branch and feel the cold, wet snow
all of tha prapositional

8. Ha was tarrifiad of landing in a guttar.

&
o
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Core Anchor Standards: LS, BLH Duration: 30 MINUTES

Objective: Students will demonstrate understanding of a pun, or play on words.

Material nd:

The Vert oa e b lel hlode

Pun Actic v

Actions: Bk ot THEes i SesEeee- | 0ok, pony e (YU O do this

when beginning the book, or read the book all the way through and come back to the
beginning.) These two pages are filled with punsl Explain how these are a play on words- the
beg ) Th fill th | Explain how th lay th

words have two different meanings.

It will be harder for them to understand the puns it they don't know the plant terminclogy,

J-ln

s0 you may need to share the definitions of the words to help them redlize why it's funry.

(There are great explanations of each on the very last page of the bookl)

He blossi Nedd B ing B 8 ing i W afi8int defiops &8 Ld whicBWill -6 leaves
or a TlowW ™ Blos s Can G 10 prol aves GO low B DUT it a B scd t
say somaiiie is suds SRt ey alorkir e

He breezed through Wind Resistance. (Some others were not so lucky) Breezed through

means something was easy and they completed it quickly, but breeze is also a sn

of wind. Some weren't so lucky means they didn't pass, but it might also imply they got

blown away.

He was a breath of fresh air in Photosynthesis |0l (Photosyrthesis is the process of green

plants using sunlight to generate oxygen from carbon dioxide and water.) A breath of fresh

air means someone is making something nicer by being t so was actually

providinogimeab. cir gimmesich 1 st phogs
He passe Pigh il harl g th flying slo S Pigms is HEhatural Boring of  tissue -
our skin | oher Say ‘00, R withling necri g AR o ot

somethint it ficult

Complete the pun activity together, or dllow students to work with a partner.

fun)
(=]




A rme SUGGESTED ANSWERS

Date: - -¥

A group of fish is called a school,
and a school is where people g0
tolearn and get, Smarter.

It's hard for aleopard to o
hide It seems they can
always be spotted

A leopard's fur has spots, and
Spotted is also another word for

_PRE

-\ 2

You're SO punnyl

E xplain what maokes the phrases below puns, or a play on words.

saying

By his wavel

You might, wave your

hand t0 say goodbye,
and surfers ride

waves on their board.

If you ever want to see a tissue dance,

just put a little boogieinit.

Boogie is another word for dance,
and boogie is short for booger
a ti
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Core Anchor Standards: W3, WH, W9, RL6 Duration: Ho MINUTES

Objectiver Students will demonstrate comprehension of the story from ancther point of

view and e

Materiall lea 4
The Vert GsT Le . 5te Vade
Chaort Pair/Mar B s o B e of s di u |

Actions: Remind students of the story, The Very Last Leaf by Stef Wade. Discuss with

students how this bocok is narrated in the third person omniscient point of view. If students
are unfamiliar with this term, explain that this means the storyteller knows and reveals dll
e thoughts and feelings of dll the characters. (\We knew all of Lance's feelings in the stor
the thought feelings of dll the charact k l of L ;s feeli th
even though it was not written from #his* Tirst person point of view. We also knew his
though it t written f this* first t of lso k h
oughts as well as the teacher's thoughts in the stor s as it the readers are hearing
thought Il as th her's thoughts in th y) It it the h

the story from the author, rather than from a character

Brainstorlil todEh@-s G cSlhow thisilbrWight HE= be @i Tererlili-om | ol 's
teacher ot
* B persaEGgd L oy

* we wouldnT know Lance's inner thoughts. To know Lance's Teelings, The Teacher
would need to share observations of his words and actions

* we might know more of the teacher's thoughts about Lance

s syl 1Y : .
Discuss “perspective’ (how one person sees events unfold) and how telling the story from the
teacher's point of view AND perspective would be different than teling the story from
Lance's perspective. Both could be told/writtenin first person point of view, but both

characters would feel differently about events and maybe even see things differently than

the other Ch e regite G 5 Ne=ctive.
Lanc PO st > Trigsord 1 The =< R o/
Howeverfiive notid S hias been Al on Lic e, e Hhouah o i iends have

et go EVERy vear,"Therd 15 alwdys Ol least Ohe sTUdern! wiio Seertis 1o have d redr of falling

I'm sure once I get Lance fo focus on the fun he'll have below, he'll fake the legp

)
U © M




OCABULARY CO

Core Anchor Standards: RLI, RIH, LH Duration: 20 MINUTES

Objective: Students will determine the meaning of tier 2 and tier 3 words in the mentor
text usirpmmmeicxtusess

Materiall leet d:

The Verfie s | e Cotel voue

Vocabule  word | ~c

What Do You Think? Activity

Actions: Remind students of the book you read, The Very Last Leaf Turn to the pages

where the vocabulary words in the activity are found. To complete the activity, model
for students how fo infer the meaning of the words by reading around the word and

even looking at pictures.

Walk thrawoh eachasord, figding context clugs indhbe book ood dllowing discussian
around T8N DU SO BT IT is BT HESE N TRUE (8 Tice, sof M wordsisuld
function SR Ere X ng g they 88 use uivi I, - fied )
and the BfinitionioWalso BGhT point hat Evilrecls capitalil : se it is
being usEERas O pPrigis cr TS, SR, o - oy, ) TH— SRR on ceme if it was

used the same way deciduous was used: Fir trees are evergreen; Doug Fir is an

evergreen tree.

*[ provided word cards for you To display as part of a word wall or fo use in cenfers

i ' oL W o1 )
for vocolmmemy o e /T | 2
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I ............................................................................... B

e Ncrne ANSWER KEY Date: Q

st_~dy

his big tree

Doug Fir didn't | plant that doesn'fi

Evel‘gl‘een noun fall, even in the | shed leavesin the
: winter wintertime :
lant thgisheds

the

-dec ot like Blthe

leav

|_ance was afraid

: .t 5
terrified adjective of where he'd afraid, scare

land frightened

His teacher knew

assured verb that he could do
; |

comforted and

encouraged

. Shokingé

................... E

|3 © ) 2
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Core Anchor Standards: RLI, RL2, Wl WH, W9 | Duration: 30 MINUTES

Objectivey Studentswill respand to the mentor fext

Materiall leet d:

The Ver et | = CStel vaae

Responst o Litere uri he

Response Prompt

Actions: Discuss with students how Lance was good at so many things, yet when it came
to fdlling, he was afraid. His teacher encouraged him to think of why he was worried
Tdking through his fears gave him a new outlock, and he even saw some positive things
happening below him, giving him confidence to let go. Despite feeling more confident, he

still felt a bit anxious (his quivering stem). He focused, though, and made it to the pile.

Give stud st el ont ) (B over Thidheg 5t wil i The [idents 100 the reg inse to
literatur sul i ide T ol ne kel Sarts they =l ing, Pass
out the B ponse BEEET, of Share on 1 sard fathent s write in : or

separate poper.




B e e N
° RESPONSE TO LITERATURE

-PREVIEW

J include title and author

L only give important details

] restate the prompt/question, and answer

PREVIEW.

d give personal or real world examples

L edit for errors

(d correct copitalization

PREVIEW .

© vy L]




/ e, Date: - \
- If you were Lance Cottfonwood's teacher, how would

you assure him that he could fall to the grass below?

SILTEIETe

2] ® jwy A0



/e SAMPLE e N

. | If you were Lance Cottonwood’s teacher, how would |

you assure him that he can fall to the grass below?

e ade'  abou leaf
erf ta y ept
tr e is

terrified of where he might end up. His teacher helps him think

about why he’s worried and face his fear.

If I were Lance’s teacher, I would try to assure him that
he will be okay. I would tell him that sometimes doing something
you’ve never done before can be really scary, but then I would
remind him that it’'s what he was born to do. “Look at all of

c laying ith
xciti t rass tant t rough
rries wh e a o ure

that he could tell me why he was terrified, the same way his
teacher did in the book.

When I was learning to ride my bike without training wheels,

your
thos
will b

your

I was afraid that I would lose control and get seriously hurt.

My mom reminded me of all the practice we had done with the

is th don’t
o who Hve a
elc do it ;o ould
ndid ¢ [




Recponce Ue- Lleialute Rultic

EXCEEDS

Includes consistent supporting
detail

Appropriately cites the text
throughout resporse

MEETS

Includes some supporting
detail

Cites the text in the
response

DOES NOT MEET

the text

towith
af the

Pravides little tono
supporting details

Lacks reference to the text
throughout writing

Effective introduction and

conclusion

Style

Irtroduction and conclusion
refer to the text

Maried linking words and
phrases used

Varied eviderce-based terms
when citing

Appropriate language is used
to clarify ideas

Evidence-based terms when
citing

Larguage rmostly expresses
ideas clearly

Does not include an

introduction andfor a

Lacks lirking words and
phrases

Ladks evidence-based terms

Larguage expresses ideas
with limited clarity or is not

appropriate for the task

iry i i
n on
i

Serterce types are varied

italization

or includes mary fragments

kL
& capi
or Loyl
types
8

© iy T



Core Anchor Standards: R1.2, WS, W8

. A AL

Duration: 45 MINUTES

Objectives: Students will read about a fopic, create subtopics, and write out facts that

Fit undel syl
Materiald legt d:
Changing =aves ¢
Outline | nplate

Actions: Kead the article together and then dllow students fo work fo identify the main
fopics of the three paragraphs as *subtopics.” (This could be done in groups, or

completed together as a class.)

Allow students time to toke notes of each parograph's important facts that fit under

each subtopic. This could be done with a partner or independently. (T used the names

1 . L 1 . [ ™
of the * 2 in sok - S opig i /i J
This out BRI cc Ut TR i ece tH wee  0'Siuder g out it ina
safe plodiiin orde oW e T wbiaext day




/ ‘ Changing Leaves . \
e Although the reds, oranges, and yellows of leaves in autumn are k.
beautiful fo admire, they don't change color for our enjoyment. In the spring .
and summer, leaves of deciduous trees are green because of a chemical

called

from i ' ss, The
leaves i ; dioxide
from ir, i ; row
taller, and produce more leaves, flowers, and fruit.

As long as thereis

Light energy

enough heat and light from

the sun, the process of

photosynthesis will continue,
and the leaves will stay

green.

the d
the te

cooler, The leaves don™ have

erat 0

enough energy fo continue making food for the tree. The chlorophyll breaks
down and other pigments, or colored chemical substances, become visible. This
pigment change is what gives leaves their yellow, orange, red, or brown
appearance.

The color‘ isn't the only thing that changes about a leaf in autumn. In

the spgi i i

water i But
_when ti

" a spedM layer i the

s%‘:::w::h This causes the leaf fo fall fo the ground.

20 © v 21



/" rve: SUGGESTED ANSWERS . A

o Decidusus Leaves

chlorophyll makes heat and light = stems are like Tubes
leaves green leaves stay green that send and
receive water and

shorter days and food between the

cool@A T | and [Tee
r eno
ne fo he akes

chlorophyll adbsorbs

sun

oh

water and carbon | leaves to make food | special cells that
dioxide are separate the leaf
transformed info chlorophyll brecks | when it is no longer
sugars and oxygen down making food for the
Tree
the s

_i_

and brown) : /"

2l @ e 211
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Core Anchor Standards: W3, WH, W94, EL6 Duration: 2o MINUTES

Objective: Students will write from a new perspective.

)} Persp

Material l=d:

The Vert last el byt el Nade

Perspect .oy

Actions: Blimind st erfiiiof 'm “Apect n 'son s ents

unfold) and how you rewrcte the scene of the story from the feacher’s point of view
and perspective. lak about what you were dble to include that wasn't written in the
book by Stef Wade.

Te

Fir Remind students of who he is by rereading that portion of the book.

students that today, they will be writing a paragraph from the perspective of Doug

Pass outBESi s ST o BT 0 e (T {18 rite in SSburnal

or separ vel




'/Ncme Date:
What does Doug Fir think of Lance Cottonwood?

Explain from his perspective.

SILTEIETe

%}

23 ® jwy A0



/e SAMPLE et N
" What does Doug Fir think of Lance Cottonwood? .

Explain from his perspective.

e rpt s. lovel o he
him t gs e’¢ lear
Y igment Changing class.

re
e
school, especia is

He’s sooo lucky that he gets to change colors.
I'm just plain ol’ boring green all year. He really
is super smart, except.. I'm not so sure he
understands just how cold it gets around here in
the s oi ick aro

becc jse o€ n’ to| :av me. my
own ideas of why he’s not leaving. 1 think he’s

afraid to fall. I don’t blame him. There’'s a lot of

air between here and the ground. But isn’t that

what leaves like him are supposed to do?

PREVIEW

o © 1w 10
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Core Anchor Standards: RIH, L4, W3 Duration: 20 MINUTES

Objectives: Students will apply understanding of meaning of the vocabulary words to

complete lapie

Materiall leat d:
Andlogiel CTivity
Complete What Y& H ivity

Actions: Review the meanings of the vocabulory words from the mentor text, The Very

Lost Leaf by having students act out the words or to describe scenarios in life when
the word opplies by asking questions like, “\What does it lock like when someone is

terrified?’ or, *Should a chair be sturdy? Why or why not?”

Pass out the Andlogies Activity If this is the first time they have done an activity like

+ 4 GG"T‘HIH-LH -I-Lem ,]” -!-GHH-I-F Tl :q-HHH-L_,H-L +_ IGG‘k ':ﬁ- -!-LH

this, yougssight wag
*complet hdlbiihe T LIEEs To sehowi ey o reldi betor @ rying 1l in the

blanks.




| B T L e R o Ty o ".-'*.1*-.‘}_

“ Nome: ANSWER KEY Pk

ANALOGIES

;Pnnabgies show relationships between fwo words. Think of how the words

ECH"‘B T'“El e | 1= - é
. E ot - Cola 1o h 5§
: co. wii ditis ofi summ :
: vary- :

could be fall
Evergreen : deciduous : : remain : _or go away

thrilled : excited : : frightened :  terrified

ing

assured : *Tt's okay" : : adore : *I love you" :

Create your own analogies using vocabulary words.
answers will vary




WRITE A NEW NARRATIVE

Core Anchor Standards: W3, WH, W9, RL6 | Duration: TWO 45 MINUTE PERIODS

Objective: Students will rewrite a story from a different perspective

Materiall lee d:
Complet: ne

Paper fo story

Actions: Students are going to fell the story of The Very Last Leaf from Lonce's
perspective. Students should use the outline from the article to include factual details,
as well as include prepositional phrases to give more description. Kemind students to dlso

use Tirst person pronouns consistently.. and *bonus* can they include a pun, too?

ke G
Student Id Hape et TR Y | TR |
STUQENTS LDUIG TYPE TS 1O PULISTT TREIF STury IT YO TIUVE UUUriiunal T 1 your

schedule.




ASSESS COMPREHENSION

Core Anchor Stondards: RLI, RI2, RI 3, RIH, LH Duration: 2o MINUTES

Objectiver Students will demonstrate comprehension of a text ond vocabulary.

Materiall lee d:
Changing §s /

Changing =aves A e mner

Show Wiridt You Kiidw ACTivity

Actions: Have students complete the assessment independently using the article, and the

Show What You Know activity for vocabulary assessment.




Nerne: ANSWERKEY Date:

Answer these questions dbout Changing Leaves.

|. Why is chlorophyll important to trees and plants?

a. sunlight

¢. carbon dioxide @uﬂ of the dbove

3. What happens to a deciduous leaf when the weather gets cold?

The leaves change colors because the chlorophyll, or green pigment, begins to

H What is a synonym for the word visible?

oficeable b. small

c. colorful d. hidden

2 © oy 10



I ............................................................................... B

- Ncrﬂe ANSWER KEY Date:

SHOW WHAT YOUKNOW

- 2. Which word has the same meaning as quivering?

a. weak frembling c. confident

3_ \Would a deciduous tree make a good house plant? _no__ \Why or why nr:ﬂ‘?é

Leuves would be everywhere, and after autumn, it would be bare. :

"! Expl
A la rs

helghTs/noT falland geT hurt

5. Girdlaidha image that represents an Evergreen

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

30 ® jwy 2
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© Copyright 2021 Ideas By Jivey

Permission granted 1o copy pages

specifically designed for student or teacher |

use by the original purchaser or licensee.

The reproduction of any other part of this
product is strictly prohibited. Copying any |

part of this product and placing it on the ‘

Internet in any form (evena
personal/classroom website) is strictly

Please DO: .‘

*Use this product with your students in your class |
or for your own personal use. .

*Buy additional licensas for others to use this product. |
at a discount by visiting your TRPT “My Purchases” page. ‘
*Review this product to recommend that others buy it .
¢
b
‘

by providing a direct link to jivey’s store or product.

Please DO NOT:

*Give this item fto others without the purchase of an |
additional license for them (this includes emailing, printing .
copies, or sharing through a website; cloud, or network). |
*Copy or modify any part of this document to offer "

others for free or for sale. »




Chediter of Were:

Thank you so much for your download!
Feedback and ratings are always appreciated!
Make sure to follow my blog for more
classroom ideas: www.ideasbyjivey.com

[ Teach
Wm{j Yoty
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